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National SB engine
in South Africa

his 42bhp National

SB type engine, serial
number 106312, is
located in the bar at
Sandstone Heritage Trust in

the Eastern Freestate of South
Africa and has recently been
repaired after a serious failure
where the camshaft seized in the
housing below the governor at
the cam end, causing the skew
gear to break the housing at the
crank end. A new casting was
made for the cam end and fitted
with a bronze bush (the original
was steel-on-cast-iron) and the
rear casing fixed with Metalock.
We had it running over the
weekend on the occasion of the
Cherry Festival.

I asked about recharging the
compressed air cylinder with the
engine as we couldn’t work out
how this could be done; there
doesn’t seem to be a cam or
follower to open the air valve on the
compression stroke. The instruction
sheet for a similar engine is
attached and no mention is made
of charging the cylinder with the
engine. Could this be the case? If
anyone can help on this matter
we would like to hear from you,
contact in the first instance via the
Editor please. ®

The maker’s brass plate.
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The now-running engine is seen
here in action.

The new camshaft etc.
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The instruction sheet for recharging the
air vessel by the engine, but no details
are given how it works.
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