
 

The Star Drilling Machine 

The portable rigs of the Star Drilling Machine Company of Akron, Ohio, date to the 1890's.  They 
enjoyed a wide popularity and apparently fulfilled the boasts of the manufacturer, of which there 
were many.  "Ninety-five percent of all oil wells in the world drilled by portable machines were 
drilled by Star Drilling Machines." In a bulletin issued by the company, they laid out seven "claims of 
superiority".  These claims extended to everything from the wagon to the mast and all of the parts 
in-between.  The "standard of perfection" was achieved in their view. 

The Star was certainly held in high regard in the 1900's until after WW II when the company ceased 
to manufacture.  Star started out with steam powered rigs, some capable of traction, and ended up 
with petrol-powered truck-mounted machines as well as tractor drive machines.  They called the 
latter the "super-tractor model". 

As the cost of fuel and scarcity of water became problems for steam rigs in some arid areas, Star 
came up with portable drilling rigs powered by petrol which were put into general use in the 
1920's.  Steam machines already at work could be easily converted to petrol according to a Star 
bulletin. Our thanks to Samuel T Pees for this information. 

Sandstone has two of these machines in their collection but with many parts missing, as can be seen 
from the photographs of machine, serial number 6699, built in 1928. In our photo gallery is an 
advertisement from the company, Malcomess, who were the agents for Star in South Africa, which 
gives a much clearer picture of their appearance. Advertised are both a steam driven version, similar 
to those that are in the Sandstone collection, and a paraffin powered version. 

Both machines are now with an associate Heritage Collection in the Western Cape for restoration 
where it is hoped that one machine can be constructed from number 6699, pictured below, and its 
unknown sister. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

All pictures from the Sandstone Heritage Trust collection. 

 


