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real thing so entran
has dedicated himself to preserving Southern
Africa’s transpurtatlnn heritage. And the 1 000
visitors to the annual Stars of Sandstone Steam
Heritage Festival in Ficksburg could not be
“more pleased. Lindi van Rooyen reports.
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ilfred Mole
has the largest
collection of

{.6m narrow-gauge steam
locomotives in the world
and dedicates much of
his 3 500ha commercial
farm to housing them,
along with vintage tractors
and military vehicles

But he is quick to explain
that he never collects a
piece of machinery il
it's sale from decay.

“lonly take it in if it's
at the point of being
destraved. I simply
don't have the space
to keep evervthing,
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But if it 15 brought here,

il's restored to working

order. Many of the

vintage machines are

put to work on the farm

hauling compost, gravel or

transporting the harvest
“Half the fun is tracking

these things down,” admits

Wilfred. “And the more

diflicult the expedition, the
betler the reward. When
I'my dome, I'm not sure
what to do with myself
until the next chase™

He believes the best
funtobe had istogoto a
place that has been out of
bounds for decades. “You
won't believe the treasures
you find,” he save.

ANGOLA
Scouting in Angola after
the civil war provided him
with one of his favourite
locomotives — and the
adventure of a lifetime,
“In 2003 T went to
every railway in Angola
to find a Decauville
locomotive dating back
B0 1899, Record s showed
that it was in A mgola
and had been used on a

sugar estate. We showed
people photographs and
asked if they had scen
it,” explains Wilfred.

“It became a race against
timie because when the
war in Angoela ended we
realised we had to find
this train before it was
discovered by a scrap
metal merchant. 1 had
people flv over Angola and
take photographs of the
railway line, We followed
itand tracked down the
train shed. I knew | would
find something thers.

“But because the country
had been at war [ was
also aware that the whole
place would be rigged
with landmines — if vou
want ke cripple a country,
blow up its transport
svstem. 50 we had to
be extremely careful

when we went in.

“We managed to get the
Unimog to the shed and
Inaded the train. Finding it
was a wonderful reward for
three months in the bush.”

TREASURE TROVF |
IN MOZAMBIQUE .
Wilfred also recalls
finding steam engines
in Mozambigue in such
remole parts of the
country that they had
to be floated on a barge
down the Zambegi
River toget them out,
“Tleft home empty-
handed and came barck
with 35 000t of machinery.
And [ met the most
incredible people along the
way. [ offen recall visits
with some farmers more
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4 frequently than the
actual machinery I brought
back from the trip.”

Mowadays, however,
the treasures tend to find
Wilfred. "England has 72
narrow gauge railways,
but we don't have any that
are working,. 5o there's
very little competition for
me. I'm actually operating
in a vacuum. Museums
are closing down and
collectors are dving. [t's
quite depressing,”

SHARING THE
COLLECTION

Wilfred started the Great
100 Working world record
attemnpt for vintage tractors.
The idea came about

after attending a tractor
exhibition in Clocolan.

“All the tractors were
standing idle in the yard
and the drivers were sitting
in the bar,” he recalls.

Wilfred falt there was
ne point to the exhibition
if the tractors were not
being driven, but after
miaking his point he was
promptly chased away.

“5o 1 said I'll do it
myself!” he grins. “The
first attempt saw 99
tractors working a field
simultareousiy. The
Australians responded with
just under 200 tractors.

Mot ko be cutdons,
we came back with
797 tractors in 2002,

“Then things really got
interesting, with the Irish
beating that record with
nearly 2 000 tractors.”

-Events such as the
Stars of Sandstone took

shape after that first Great

100 Working because,

as Wilfred points out,

it's the only way to

‘share’ his collection,
Approximately 70% of

the festival-poers come |

from overseas. "We were |

sad to see that the Heritage |

Ratlway Association of

5A was not represented |

at all,” says Wilfred. !
“CSouth African

preservationists should |

take a moment to consider |

that Australian, American,

British, Belgium, German,

MNew Zealand and many

other nationalities were

well represented.
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says Simon Mavor, a British
IT consultant. He has been
driving them for 12 years
and tries to drive as many
trains in their original
surroundings as possible
Over his shoulder, a leam
of would-be engineers -
has been struggling all
morning to get a Rumsly

in Bloemfontein, chuckles.
“They"ve been at it since
vesterday. Just walch,
they Il get it going, They
take their toys seriously!™

» Contact Wilfrid Mole of
JomndcestE@btmiberet.com or -
vz AT -eSiales,
o IFW

Oil Pull tractor going.

Raymond Hohls, a visit
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