ON THE FOOTPLATE

II is my firse visic o Sandsione as a
volunceer, hopefully to drive and
lire some of 'Wilfred Mole’s |'l|'l"-:.'
collection of locoamorives ]‘-l_lni' uscd
r.|_1|1'|]1¢_'h “hrars of Sandstone _[H‘.l [huir
Firse ic 1= a day in the classroom with
Coen Precorius, the Locomaotive
Traction Inspector, 10 see whar |
lenoar — o e ’rhrgm et — ahot
steam lecomaetives before T am
certified o drive them.

The tollowing morning, we arc up
on the foorplate of a |||_||1| engine im
JLCED o Or [0 ':-t‘(}[][-:.:ld.:ll 1|.|||:.|
recurn to see how 1 handle a
locomotive, Tam pleased o say thar
certificarion follows and T am allowed
1o be o the daily rester of a truly
international weam of loco men.
Auvstralian, Belgian, South Alrican
and British are all ru}:lt'.wnli:d, and
they are a grear bunch of blokes.

Hockfontein station is the hulby of
the svstem with s purpose-buile
R .:I['-I': i, I':H.:': I‘fl'l.(?ﬁ'r"'.' l‘IL'\'Fl:'l-\. s DALrant
;'ll'_l{; .Hi'll']l_'l. 'I'Ill.” [TV ErTIe il s l::li-
locomeotives and traing are racdio
controlled from here and a very
]JI'IZ!IZIIL'h-.'-:il:J]'Iill jaly lvas to be made of
COTULITIL N E 1L 10 l}:.' the ﬁ:cll}ﬂ:!lt
crews and train statt as prart ol this
vitally important sabery operation.

Out on the line

O oy Firse day proper af the evem, [
Familiarise mysclfwich the
raclients and contours of the SVELCMm
|::|-|_:|'|;:|r|_ ] -;_r'lr'|||L1II, [N} I;lfl'u'l]lb_ﬂ:l] “ILI'H’ |.
._'I_l{l_ a t'l']l:'flj'l_'_ll_]'l::._;}. '-'l.".._l_"". (L8] { el H I:,lf-lal.l
v an afrernoon aboard the
Mounmin Wanderer” double-headed
II_'.II':." | LR '[:;I_rl':ill.*i [ |.|"|{: l'.':{':ll'l'lpll'_'l'{:
system. This cereainly helps me
ascertain where warer in the boiler of

ne l.-'.] [l..l

Above: Driver's-
eye view from
the cah of the
‘Kalahari’ of the
long and straight
road ahead.

Below: Kalahari
no 17 was strong
and sure-fonted
to drive once the
sun had dried
the dew-covered
rails. Photo:
Hannes Palimy

Uncredited photos
by George Shields

The Sandstone
;(perience...

day-by-day'diary of driving
and firing at this year's Stars

: of Sandstone festival in South Afriea.
- Sadly, as related in NGW 103 it will likely
~be 2017 before the event is staged again.

a loco must be showing high in the
gange glass, as the downhill gradients
are somewhar Derce in |‘.||:?|-;.'I_':~'>!

[_\:Il'l ;_.Ill,," SUHCCHN I.] [lif:r' ”l. ||'I{' vl J
valunreer to fire one of lour
Crrenstein and Koppel 0-4-0 tanks
which are in steam. A criple-header
north o Moaihoek House, abour one
:;'I['ll'_‘l | ]'I;,'IH. |'.I'|'-||L':‘*- ;,'l"r"\.'.'l}'.. |"| l_:.':'al I-.I:ll'l i.l.:lll
loco men and passengers alike. My
loco Sandstone Mo 27 (O
ATO2FT0Y 15 -'u-nr.l -:_11; ine and
sreams well, My driver is Grahame, 2

eerired aviaror from Auscralia,

Driving a Falcon
11‘-.-'1}' third d;t].'}; 1:1L1i11g is onoa e
aeny ol a loco — a 4-4-0 built by

Faleon Locomerive Works
(23211899). Painted DICEL she looks
H |_'|II'_|.LJI|_ ol q_!m‘__yl:ani:r. |"..-"|}-' [ireman is
Micls Winklemans, a 20-vear old




ON THE FOOTPLATE

Hll'. |”|||.|| | ﬁ_l ".'-.'I"'Ii!: J_:lrU'u.f-;_l. YT 'l.' .-_l':l :ll':ll
Owr job is to take 2 small [r-.|'rh| a
daybreak ro Groowdraai Tor an q_.:||:.
OO SUnrise |1|14:1c1-gr;1l1|1ic
charter. Although overcase due o 1
becoming their winter season in the
southern h:.'111i.~.|:||u'n'. [ Belicve we
[l o "nm| showr tor the
photographers, Boch Micls and mysell |
thoroughly enjoy ourselves on this
1 1 [.I [ I'|.L|.I.| |'::|".'::I|'| 1 | Wit.

Coping with a Kalahari

[ay <4 is again an early start with
:1]'ll.:|'|.|.'||_'|' 'lt']'l'.'-hlll'll'i."il,,' [':‘I"ll"ll_['l I'_'ll?{l_r[l:_'f:
this time to Mooihook on the
norchern leg of the sysrem. Kalahari
no 17, a 2-8-2 buile by Henschel
(2190519310, is our loco n}d;@-‘_
More modern, larger and heavier
than the Falecon, she s a different
loco to handle. She is stronger and
surelooted, b like the Falcon is nort
=1 |'|:i.]:li?::\." [8-00 | |,I'Il;_' l;_.,l:ll} |'|'||;'§-j'|'||_|'|_i?>

Ahove: Women
cleaners put the
finishing fouches
lo Sandstone no 2,
an DEK 0-2-0WT,
hefore the author
fired it on a
triple-header.

| Above right: The

authar preparing
to fire up no 113,
the NGG16 Garratt
built by Beyer
Peacock in 1939,

Below: George
and his fireman
hoth thoroughly
enjoyed crewing
the Falcon 4-4-0
locomotive. Photo:
Hannes Paling

dew-covered raillewd — bur we CopC.
Again Miels is my fireman and, with
our freight rain and photographers,
we are all in position ot Mooihock
_i'.l."':ﬂ % |:]'||:' S1ET0 Ti:';{'.:'; OIT I::II_: |,']'|_I_'
mouncaintop laver of cloud. Two run
pasts in perfect “.E’,I"il and then the
sun s gone intw the clouds, We
rerurn 1o Hoekfonrein for break Fasr,
then off to Grootdraai for more run
prasts as the sun finally decides o

| come ourt o play.

| believe somae 1;{:-{1-1'_1 PICILIECS are
achieved by the photographers as 1he
Kalshari chumps up the bank out of
Cirootdmai’s balloan loop, Micls docs
a great joby of aupp]x ing me with
steam when I need ivand keeping the
loco quict when | don't. Certainly a
pleasure to work with the lad!

The last day

{n my final -;1".1:.' al the event, | |:||:_'|E‘.'
fire up Garrat no 113, a 2-6-242-6-2

buile by Beyer Peacock (6923019307,
Some shed ahummu is Followed T
0N |‘.|J‘J-:‘.-[u“| aphy out along the line
[or the rest ol the day, 5 L,]dx..n;m,: iz
larmous for its roadside cosmos Mowers
which come in o bloom ar this time
of vear. [t makes Tor a verv colourful
I"'IJI':f:II'II'.' il- :l'ﬂ:lil 2im IHI'.;tIT'IL' I_'.l'_li:_"' s ITI0E
within rhe viewfinder of VOLLT CArmers
with a train. It becomes o priority to
oy and achieve, as the steam
]'flE'I L1 li.:l't'r:l-'l.E :'I"I{']' EI! [Thi: ‘.,..h'l_ll.hl'_"‘\. E"."rl'_";_'l_'l_l_l'_'l"'_l'_'-u'\_'_
All too quickly my time ac
Sandstone is over. What do [ think of
the Sandstone |"*~C|1-:'Tiun-;_'|.'.: [T 15 maosr
certainly a uniquely enjovable railway
holiday, with unlimired photographic
oppermnitics. Whether voo are a
"."Ull.ll'l[l_'l_'[' r‘!:l“'l[?l'ﬂl.' I'll:__"‘\-il_'ll'l or [I'.,'lil'l
"1|..|.ji. al J:I]II:HI"I“'"F 'II,'Il'Il;_T |I:"i-|::||-,.]|',|“:' o ||':|.,'|q,
‘master shot', or just a munhu. ol the
public our for a different das's
entertainment, vou will u I'|-:_,-\._‘.-L||_'|I_'._|_{ v

e huunulﬁu] harvesr, A
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