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Sandstone Heritage Trust,
Eastern Free State
Sandstone director of operations
Dave Richardson reports:

Aoril 2-12 in the Eastern Free
State reverberated to the sound
of steam locomotives at  the Stars
of Sandstone 2O15 her i tage event,
attended by over 3,OOO visitors.
Whi le Sandstone is wel l  known for
i ts 61Omm 9au9e rai lway, the fest ival
also showcased vintage tractors,
t ract ion engines, agr icul tural
machinery and classic vehic les,  as
wel l  as the South Afr ican Armour
Museum col lect ion of  mi l i tary
vehic les and vintage aircraf t .

operation in April 2Ol5 was Orenstein & Rappel
(A & rc no 12691. Phato: J A Dulez

The rai lway has a route length
of some 25.6km. The fearsome
mountain sect ion to the north of
the rai l  headquarters at  Hoekfontein
faces steep gradients up tol:22
profi le. Twenty-one different
locomotives were steamed dur ing
the Apr i l  9ala,  wi th a total  of  1O1
dif ferent t ra ins ooerated. On the
11 Apr i l  publ ic open day alone,24
trains ran in a s ix-hour oer iod.

The centre point  of  ra i lway
operat ion is Hoekfontein Stat ion,
adjoining the main farm complex.
With a fu l l  programme of non-rai l
act iv i t ies throughout the 1O days,
most t ra in operat ions were conf ined
to the Hoekfontein-Mooihoek and
Hoekfontein-Grootdraai  sect ions.
Passenger t ra ins were run from
O8:OO unt i l  luncht ime. At 15:30
each day, The Mountain Wanderer,
hauled by double-headed ex SAR

--*"$tr to rn'ove photographers between
7 locat ions. Added props were

provided by Sandstone on

Sandsfone frusf3 lafesf lacamotive in

class NGGl6 Garrat ts,  t raversed the
ent i re system - a two-hour journey.
On selected evenings, a "Stargazer"
train lef t  af ter  d inner at  2O:OO for
Grootdraai .

Freight t ra ins were run too,
with di f fer ing consists to exhibi t
Sandstone's col lect ion of  goods
wagons. For variety, a few mixed
trains were scheduled. For the
benef i t  of  photographers,  a number
of soecial  t ra ins were run at
sunr ise,  employing var ious consists
and locomotives.

Sandstone's v intage 1955
ex-ll lelkom Municipal ity Bristol
br-.is'accompanied these specials,

request such as t ractors and
tract ion engines, as wel l  as c lassic
and mi l i tary vehic les,  Dramat ic
backgrounds were provided by
vintage aircraf t .

This year, crews were brought in
from both Europe and Austral ia
to work the steam locos. Al l
were cert i f ied at  Sandstone by a
registered South African assessor
and author ised to work in th is
country.  A number of  t ra ins were
crewed ent i re ly by Austral ian or
Belgian vis i tors.  In v iew of  the
l imited appearance of  South
Afr ican crews this year,  Sandstone
is consider ing the introduct ion of  a
crew training programme ahead of
the 2017 festival, taking account of
the safety cr i t ical  grades def ined by
the Railway Safety Regulator.

In l ine wi th t radi t ion,  Sandstone
launched a new locomotive at
the Stars event.  This year i t  was
O&K O-6-OWT no 12691, rescued
in derel ict  condi t ion f rom the now
defunct Sanrasm si te and restored
at Sandstone's Bloemfontein
faci l i ty  by Lukas Nel and his team.
Bui l t  in 1936 for the New Machavie
Gold Mining Company Ltd near
Klerksdorp,  the locomotive,  now
resplendent in blue l ivery,  was
displayed haul ing a sui table mine
hopper.  l t  was named Montana
after one of  Sandstone director
Wil f red Mole's granddaughters.  The
locomotive was jo ined later by the
three other O&K locomotives based
at Sandstone for a quadruple-
header to Grootdraai .

Each morning, di f ferent locomotives
from the Sandstone stable hauled
passenger t ra ins.  The af ternoon
double-header used two of  three
NGG16 locomotives,  nos 153, 113 and
88, with a Garratt kept in steam at
al l  t imes.

NG15 no 17 saw good service but is
restr icted to the sect ion to Vai l ima
Siding as i ts long boi ler  is  prone
to pi iming on the steep mountain
sect ion and i ts long wheelbase
is unsui ted to the sharp curves.
No Sandstone event is comolete
without an appearance by the
gem of the f leet ,  Lawley 4-4-O ex
Beira Rai lway no BRZ which ran a
photographic special  as wel l  as a
number of  passenger turns.  Al l  the
depot 's operat ional  ex- industr ia l
locomotives were run dur ing the
per iod but special  ment ion should

NGG 16 Garratt no 88 enters Hoekfontein during Sandstone's recent festival. photo: J Attwell
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be given to Sezela no 3 which
was turned out special ly to mark
the Sezela mi l l  centenary in 2015.
l l lovo Sugar 's general  manager was
present at  the event.

The programme on 11 Apr i l ,  the
publ ic Open Day, included the
mil i tary parade by SA Armour,
aircraf t  f lypasts and two mi l i tary
-sty le t ra ins,  one hauled by
"Feldbahn" no 498 (ex-Sena Sugar)
and a lengthier consist  hauled by
NGG]6 no 88.

On the f inal  day,  O&K no 12691
was teamed with Avonside no
1624 Xanthe, also ex Sanrasm, as a
tr ibute to master engine restorer,
Lukas Nel.

There is to be no Stars of  Sandstone
event in 2016. A number of
infrastructure changes are to be
made to cater for  a larger number
of v is i tors.  The 2017 fest ival  is  to
feature the oldest surviv ing Garrat t
locomotive in South Afr ica,  c lass
NGG11 no 52. Acquired in extremely
poor condi t ion,  i t  is  current ly
under restorat ion wi th Lukas Nel in
Bloemfontein.  No 52 wi l l  be jo ined
by the last  of  the two ex-Angolan
sugar estate locomotives which
came to Sandstone in 2OO3, O&K
nos 11112 and12140.

Stars of  Sandstone 2017 is to take
place from 30 March to 7 April 2017,
with an addi t ional  publ ic Open Day
on 8 Aor i l .

Class 14R na1745 to be scrapped
Sandstone Heri tage Trust  has
advised the intent ion to scrao
i ts c lass l4R locomotive no 1745,
current ly stored in Germiston,
fol lowing extensive consul tat ion
with fe l low preservat ionists.
Whi le wi th previous owner Natal
Cambrian Col l ier ies,  the middle two
dr iv ing wheelsets had their  f langes
removed, a modif icat ion that
disqual i f ies i ts running on Transnet
I  i  nes.

" ln fact  i t  cannot be moved by
rai l  f rom Germiston at  a l l  wi thout
two new wheelsets.  In addi t ion i t
is  devoid of  a l l  nonferrous f i t t ings
and is badly rusted. The tender
would need replacing and extensive
work -  on the boi ler  for  example
- would be required, were i t  to be
put back to working order." To do

so would cost  at  least  R5 mi l l ion,
according to est imates,  and there
are in fact  two examples of  the c lass
in pr ivate preservat ion in KwaZulu-
Natal .  The Trust  considers that
R5 mi l l ion would be better spent
preserving and rebui ld ing other
more imoortant locomotives.

Al though Sandstone's emphasis
is pr imari ly on 6lOmm gauge, i t
does own a number of  1,O67mm
gauge locomotives.  Of these,
class GMAM Garrat t  no 4079 -  the
f i rst  locomotive ever acquired by
Sandstone -  is  at  Germiston in the
care of Reefsteamers, in working
order bar a reouirement that  a l l
wheelsets be reorof i led before i t
may operate on the nat ional  ra i l
network.  There are many examples,
part icular ly in the UK, where one
locomotive's sacr i f ice has enabled
another to be reborn.  The funds
raised by the scrapping of  no 1745
could assist  in the return of  no 4079
to main- l ine ooerat ion.

Class 19D no 3322 Sarah-Jane - named after
lan Pretorius' daughter - is a likely candidate
for use on the 26km Wdseley-Ceres-Prince
Alfred Hamlet line. phato: J Batwell.

Atlantic Rail ,  Cape Town
In l ine wi th i ts appointment by the
new Ceres Rai lway Company to
operate the scenic 26km Wolseley-
Ceres-Pr ince Al f red Hamlet l ine.
At lant ic Rai l  is  looking to move class
19Ds and a c lass 198 to Caoe Town
from Voorbaai .

Class l4R 4-8-2 no 1745 at Millsite depot,
Krugersdorp, in 7981. phato: J Batwell
collection

Rovos Rail, Pretoria
Class 64 4-6-0 no 439 is regular ly
l i t  up at  Rovos Rai l 's  Pretor ia depot
for use on shunts,  for  steam pictures
on the front of  a t ra inset,  as wel l  as
for charters in the Pretor ia environs.

Enthusiasts visit
Botswana for steam
Bamangwato Concessions Ltd
(BCL) played host dur ing May
to a party of enthusiasts keen to
photograph the 19Ds -  one of  the
last  bast ions of  industr ia l  steam
on the cont inent.  Meanwhi le the
dumoed ex-Zimbabwe class 14A
Garrat ts serve as a reminder of
the mine's temporary venture into
Garrat t  t ract ion.

Fnfhuslasfs visittng Bamangwato Concessions
Ltd (BCL) in Botswana during May 2015 saw
class 79D 4-B-2 locos 8O7 and 813. photo: A
McCarthy.

Photographic tour to Zimbabwe
During May, the Nat ional  Rai lways
of Zimbabwe (NRZ) scheduled two
Garrat ts -  c lass 15 4-6-4 + 4-6-4
no 414 and class 14A 2-6-2 + 2-6-2
no 5. l9 -  for  the Br i t ish-based tour
operator Geoff 's  Trains.  On this
occasion, Bulawayo's steam depot
was not able to orovide a c lass 164
Garrat t ,  to represent a th i rd type of
motive oower.

Geoff's Trains May 2Ol5 tour: National Railways
of Zimbabwe class 14A 2-6-2 + 2-6-2 na 519.
Photo: G E Cooke
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