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RITAGE AT ITS BEST
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N _E ""’" thirt sfribes one immedinofely is the owesome size of the prairie
@; i e and in the case of North Bettloford they have them all
of the bigger models and well known makes are represented
ware stored indoors. Ironically, the steam engines do not fare so
I and are Tefl o sl owldoors fo cope with the arctic winter

r i# nortl i Corrrd
p:m M Lerm regtion of Co T

5 ¥ s il =
The most impressice  froction
—— | engine displayed was the Red River
Wiereoer < W '. ! L TRTTR g i = E = it 5 Spw'.'r'uf numuﬁurfr.rr'l'r.f J'J_'p Nicholls
detyil,_Jhis : derd office cof this e Sheplerd & Co,
original rafliway statién building adjacent o the lne. This
raifway station building was moved fo fhe Wesfern

Az i F e S = i Should any of our readers wish fo visit or
DELORIREmE JKSEm  froem ITCE, < Gl darfy M ety dcy ¥, -
iras butll in 1813 by the Canodian Northern Roilicay ard i Bﬂf#f{.ﬁrﬂ" ML aein;

operafed for 40 vears. It is impossible fo oversfole the

address details are as follows:

importance of the railway and the stafion fo the existence of i\'nr‘f.‘: EBattleford ¥

prairie {owns. The frafin brough! new seltlers, mail and Heritage Form & Village

supplies and took grain and other farm products to market, Box 183, Hwys 16 & 40

Admost all railway depots in Wesfern Canada included living Saskatchewan, S9A 2¥1, CANADA
eecommodaliion for the stolion moaster cnd s fomily Phone: 306-445-8033, Fax: 306-445-7211
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Royal Show 1998

Pieh:rmaritzburg‘s Heval Show is a suecess story from whichever
angle one looks at it. Firstly, it attracts maszsive erowds from the
peneral public - and thiz iz vital for the bottom line and of course
future exiztence, Secondly, it 1= s6ill an Apricnltural Show which
draws farmers from all over Natal, Unfortunately, to achieve the
first, compromises have had to be made, and the agricultural flavour
iz very diluted amongst the commercial exhibits, but nevertheless,
after an abzence of zome vears there are now maore agricultoral
exhibitors than ever

The Roval is very far from degenerating into o Band Easter Show
which seems to bave lest much of its atmesphere, and certainly most
of s agricultural background.

Thirdly, the Natal branch of the Vintage Tractor and Engine Club
have o stand there - and that’s a mapor sweeess in itz own right!

The previous two vears’ shows have beco covered in The Veteran
Farmer, and as previously themes were chozen well beforchand to
make the best use of the limited (and expensive) space available,
This year’s traclor theme was John Deere (to celebrate 180 years of
Deere & Cob An excellent hne-wp of J.10s were on zhow, including
an unzivled A and model H. not often zeen in Natal, on loan from the
Hogsville collection and exhibited by the Editor. Other tractors,
including v J.D. Lanz 80, immaculate J.D. 50, wlira rare AOQS, 2020
(ves, thev're collectuble!), unstyled D and three Farmalls and one
Fergie to give some contrast. (See photo 11

Again. it didn’t stop with the tractors. On the Wednesday a sire-
able pathering of John Deere “perzonalitics” gathered for a reunien.

Amongst the distinguished goestz were Brooe Pocock, Soles
Promotion Manager of John Deere South Africa, Geoll Basel, MD of
Mascor, Natals main John Deere dealer network, and many personnel
[rom the Matal dealer neiwork. However, more significandly were
those associated with J. D). during the 2-cvlinder cra and corly daxs
of Jehn Deere’s Nigel branch.

Prominent among these must be “Oom Les™ Rogers, shown on the
right of photo 2, Oom Les or “Mr Frat™ was Service Manager at Nigel
from the beginning until the mid-Eighties, and
was renowned not only for his technical
knowledge but his handling of people, P—
both customers and staff. To Les, peo- ]
ple came first, and this policy seemed
to work as those that worked for
him always zave their best.

The Editor, as Reliabality
Engineer for John Déere, made
several Erps to JID. in
Mannheim, Germany, and
invariably the first question
asked by marketing siaff upon
hearing there was someone
from 5.4 was — “How's les
Hogers”. Ome wery senior

manager made this state-
ment onee: “Les is the proto-

type of what a human bemng
should he". Well done, Oom
Les, il was great having vou,
and we hope vou enjoved the
dav.

{m the left of photo 2 iz
Erich Strvdom - former
emplovee of Dunnel Ehden and
LI, once Area Service Manapger
for MNatal and now managing a
dezlership in the E. Cape. Many,
many stories have been told about
Erick, particularly when away from
home on courses ete, but sinee this 1s a
family mapazine they can't be told here?
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ut People!

This wears theme
mnside the Club [House waz a
country rarage and work-
shop. The main spring beduod
the workshop was Udo Uhlman. who
has a fascmating collection of old tools, and can talk about them in
detail. Photo 3 rives some idea, but cannot do juztice (o the atmos-
phere created.

Every workehop has 1ts receplion/storez area, and this was fzith-
fully recreated (photo 4

Even the fronl of the Club Houze waz tranzformed to look like a
countey murage | photo 30
The third major exhibit wos of course the Stationary Enmine section
— and here again terrific imagination produced an optstanding show.
All the engines were hooked up to 2omething. and were made towork
ab pumping, milling, prinding cle.

Over the yvears grinding coarse mehe meal for zale haz proved
popular at Natal shows. and thiz year was no exeeption! Photo 6
shows Sue Calitz working hard with hers and husband Brian's
Bentall Mill, powered by w 1920 10HF Nationol, Phote 7 shows
Brian doing the really hord imale) responzible wark: monitoring
the runming of the Nationall

It was very noliceable that crowdz gathered when engines weore
running. Phote 8 shows vurious engines; in particular scen working
hard wos (Gerry & Colin Alborough’ [8923 Fairbanks Morse 2HP
driving a Goulds cenirifugal pump. To get the speed up, the belt is
driven from the Qywheel not the puliey - hence the little ZHP is realls
running warm as the steam rom it hopper shows i insert photo 9
- keeping an eve on it 1s Gorry Alborough,
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Also — believe it or not — was a working example of a Blukes No. 1
Hydroram. These once common pumps needed no power bul required
a godd heod of water: 300% of that water would he expended in the
effort to pump, whilst the remaining 70% could be pumped up to five
times the height of the original head. This example worked from a 44
gallon drum on the club-house roof, and a2z photo 10 shows consider-
able preszure was developed.

Mot every engine worked faultlessly — photo 11 shows Craig Truter
cranking the living davlights out of hiz 1946 Jowetl £ 5HP {which
normally nperates a generator b while Gerry adminizters a little “quick
start” — all to no avail. However, after a little attention to the electriesl
system it started perfectly.

One exhibit that deserves special attention waz the Nicholzon
Horizontal Plate Mill, dating from the last century. This machine, ex
Midmar, vwned now by the Club, was restored and exhibited by NKick
Houston, and features wooden gear teeth, shown in photo 12, [nzert
photo 13, shows the size of the mill. iwhich was grinding during the
show) alengside Nick — doven by his 1825 Worthington 6HP,

18 <55 THR ETHRAN MR

About People!

Finally, the rewardz, For
the fourth consecutive year the
Club won an award — this vear the Hulett Aluminium trophy for hest
outside stand. In addition, on the Wednesday varous Club awards
were made shown in photo 14. Rob North, Natal Club Chairman gets
u bunch of flowers for special endeavour - while Dervk Browne — a
keen botanist — examines them for rare species! (In reality the flowers
had been awarded to his spouse, Velda, who was perhaps the main
organizer hehind the show - Rob looks distinctly uneasy — Dervk,
responsible for the excellent booklet on the John Deers story is probably
cherkine out the meat on the Braaill

Why did | head this article “It's All About People™ I think the
mapnificent pull-topether attitude of all those concerned, the
enceuragement given to all participantz, no malter how big or small
their contribution, and the relaxed i.IlJJ.IL':S].I]lL':'L' - plug—x the massive
interest shown by the general public made it a peoples’ show — and
that's what it's really all ahout.

Edifor




LIVESTOCK CORNER

THE SUSSEX -A BEEF BREED WITH
DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS

FI'Im: Sugsex breed is one of the oldest
nd puresl breeds of Enghish cactle

The Mormansz found them in the south of

Fngland at the time of the Conguest in 1064,
The first noteworthy importations of Sussex
eattle into Seuthern Africa occurred during

the early 1900, when the late MrAlee Holm of

the Potchefstroom Agricultural College was
sent to England (o zelect the cattle breed best
guited to South Afvican conditions. Twenty
Sussex cows were imported in 13903 and morce
in 1904, By 1920, a total of 82 Sussex bulls had
heen sold to farmers, On 2 April 1520 a
resolution to form a Saociety was adopted.
Medium Size and Early Maturily

The Sussex is o medium size beef animal. [t
does not try Lo compele with the dual PUT IR
and other large framed European breeds. In
fact, the Sussex is smaller even than the
midern type s 1 the other
BEritish breeds hove devel
oped. In other wonds, the
Sussex today is the small-
pst of the Bos Tauwrus
beef breeds. Yol there
has been no decreaze in
the size of Sussex over
the past 20 vears, It hos
remained a medium
size animal all along -
the others have merely
become larse ramed
animals.

Size 15 imporiant,
hecause with medi-
um size goes carly
maturity. A= a sire
line, it is mot the
role of the Sussex
to hreed fsl, gmoawing
late maturing feedlot
cattle. But when 1
comes to fnishing
stears on the weld or on

v clearly the Sussex js the ideal
sire line, because Sussex can be morketed off
the veld at the reguired carcass weight
and at u ¥ ger age than other Bos
Taurus breeds

That is not to say that Sussex perform
poorly in a feedlor when it comes to feed
CONVersion, Susses are very competitive, And
pspecially when meat prices are low and grain
prices are high, the Sussex will compore
favourably with the European types in an
intensive feeding system. Sussex are also
renowoed for their excellent carcaszs charae-
teristics, as proved by the breed’s sucvesses in
carcass competitions throughout the country.
Millk Production

The next important characteristic about
the Sussex 1= itz excellent milk produclion,

A recend Sussex champion

According o the national perfor-
mance Lesting  scheme, the
Susszex leads among the
Brilizh breeds when it comes

Caoammereicl Susgex
eremss Ml fers

to weaning weights, and compares favourably
even with many of the so-called duzl purpose
breeds.
Heat Resistanes
While there is some vartation in the breed,
the Sussox with its smooth coat can handle hot
conditions better than the other Bos Taurus
breeds, henee its popularity in Zambis,
Zimbabwe and Botawana. Heal resistance
together with milk make the Sussex cross cow
an ideal commercial breeding cow under
either extenzive or intensive conditions
Colour
The solid red colour and lack of pig-
mentation problems make the Sussex the
breed of choiee in a Bonsmara or Beefimaster
upgrading programme,
Summary
Early maturity - the
result of ibs medinm
mature size — is
cotical [oclor for
the Sussex hreed.
A a resulk, it s
actually one of
the very few
sire line breeds
available for =a
veld or pasture pro-
duction  system. At the
same (ime with its excellent moth-
cring characteristics and its adapt-
ability to hot climatic conditions, the
Suzzex iz very suitable u= o dam line
— whether bred pure or crossed with
one of the Bos Indicus brecds. And iis
colour and smonth coat make it very
suitable for use in a synthetic breoding pro-
ETATINE.

By Anthony R Hrans
Rhys Evans Group (Piy) Lid
Tel: 056 343 3311, Fax: 056 343 2922

Cell: 052 S04 3266
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THE CASE FOR THE
"~ FOUR-WHEEL-DRIVE
'TRACTOR

By J. de Szabo

Mownted fowr-furrow ploagh in franspoert By four-wheel-driven tractor.

Farmers Weekly has Eindly given us
permission to reproduce arficles from
aur arefives from Farmer's Week{y. We
third: vou will find these fascinafing.
(e thanks go to Farmer’s Weekly for
allmeing us to reproduce these,

We are enjoving the debafe on low
compaction, four-wwheel-drive, fracks
versus wheels and that sert of thing,
(nee again we make the point tha!
nathing is new under the sun and on
April 10, 1963, Farmer's Weekly featured
a very detailed technical article on the
suhfect. We Enow vou will enjoy il

Power tafze-off el pulles, lighis,
e, e amory e psaal
e dd f prrrte .
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he: inereasing stress of versatility and the

immense progress made in rubber tyvre
manufacturing in recent vears may aceound
for the fact that the race between the rubber-
wheeled tractors, with the latter 2 good
arennd in a narrower and more 2pecific fisld
af application.

There is no doubt. that the tracklaver
tractors have many advantages over rubher-
wheeled tractors. But these advantages are
applicable mnstly m cases where a more-
than-one-hundred  horsepower  traclor is
required for some special job. and the task
cannol be zalved by smaller umts. Generally
in  agricultural  work, however,  tractors
cauipped with smaller enpines than 1040
lorsgpower are used.

Enemy number one of Lhe operational
zafety and economy of wheeled traclors is
wheel slip. A slight wheel slip 1= an inevitable
concomitant of traction, but every per cent nf
extrn slip means a8 many per cent of excess
fue] consumption, involving al=o an ineressed
wear of the rubber tyres and tronsmiszion
g,

Among the different ways and means of
reducing wheel slip, the most important are:
() correct distribution of weight on the froot
and rezr wheels; 1 application of adequately
cleated tyee treads; (o large diameter wheels;
anel (d) che introduction of four wheel drive,

Thess desipn fentures adeguately applied
may reduce wheel slip to a minimum and
imerease the tractive effort — om account of the
goord utilisation of the adhesion weight — up
to B0 1o A5 per cenl of the gross weight of the
Lractor

The design of the up-to-date 80 to 100 h.p
four-wheeldrive diesel farm Lractors has
been evolved due to the above considerations,
For optimum weight distribution the static
froml axle load 15 roughly 60 per cent of the
grogs weight. Consequently the four wheels
apraximately denticol koads, resalting
in o very favourable condition of adhesion

and a muoximum deawbar pull. In the o
the common  rear-swheel-drive  tractors,
.np_'|:||'|:1xi'.11;|,'l,4,-|.'.-' one third of the pross
weizht is carried by the front and two thirds
b the rear axles

In order to clucidate the matter one may
compare the twoe systems with the work of a
mule in harness, When a mule pulls a heavy
load and bas (o make a2 maximum effort. the
amimal “thriws™ its weight inte the hamess
and in this way the centre of gravity of ils
body is pushed forward, Simulianesusly the
greater part of the mule's weight fallz on it=
front legs.

The powerful three-point hydroanlic
fifting mecfonism.
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Compare disfribution of weight and situation of the centre of

'W-#,é

gracity of the fwo-wheel and four-wheel-drive with dhat of o
“pery fehemoatic” mole.

Considerng that n the case of the four-
wheel-drive tractors all wheel: carry the
same weight. it would be illogical to nse front
wheels with smaller dinmeter. These types of
traccors are usually equipped with the same
diameter fronl and rear wheels. The engine is
fitted in front of the front axle. Consequently
the load on the fromt axle increases very
conziderahly. By moving the centre of gravity
of the tracior forward vne can pul more load
on the rear axle, without endangering the
steerability of the tractor. On the ather hand
the lnngitudinal stability of twe tractor also
improves.

Experience has shown
that the four-wheel-
drive tractor
favourably combines
most advantages of the
pneumatic tyred and
crawler tractors of the
same size.

Four-wheel-drive

Experience has shown that the our-wheel-
drive tractor favourably combines most
gdvantages of the pneumatic tyred and
crawler tractors of identical zize Thiz is
explained by the increased adhesion surfoce
of the tyres, minimum wheel shp and a more
favourahle specific soil pressure. this resuliz
in @ higher drawbar pull. The four-wheel-
drive tractor can be nsed Lo best advantage on
very wet and on sandy soils, where the use of
the ecrawler tractor 1= uneconomical on
account of the undue wear of the tracks.
Here the two-wheel-drive traclor proves
unsuccessful on
adhezsion. One must also pot forget that it

has just z= high a zpecd as the two-wheel-
drive pneumatic-tyrisd tractor, Conseguently.
it 15 suitable [or running on public reads and
for hauling a truiler with the frant-whesl-
drive disenzaped.

In the following table the results of a 30 h.p.
[comparatively small size) diesel tractor is
mven, when used as g twn and 23 a four-
wheel-drive unit. The tractor in question was
working on a hillside, having a slope of 33 per
cent in breaking up an established grazing
groumnd.

a considerable help to wrilize the tractor-
enmine’s performance, and also to decrease
the fuel consumption. {3) The slip of the feur-
wheel-drive unit is less than half that of the
two-wheel-drive tractor,

Steering

The drive of the steered front wheel
constitules o significant advantage in the
steering of the tracter. When turning. the
pushed [ront wheels of a two-wheel-drive
tractor will slip laterally, especially on loose
soil and at reduced axle lnad. The large,
driven front wheels, however, will draw the
front of the tractor and thus make for good
steering  propertics. This advantageous
feature asserls itz¢llin contour farming. sub-
soiling. deep-ploughing. and especially in
forestry and anti-erazicn work.

[n the past there have been difficultios
poncerning the dezign of transmission and
steering. These have already been overcome
in every respect. In #pite of the larpe diameter
frant wheels, #teering requires no special
effort.

The average size bur-wheel-drive tractors
are equipped with 80 w 100 hop. diesel
engines, as previonsly stated. They give a
better performance al higher speeds. the
most favournble ploughing apeeds range from
four to five miles per hour, Their high tractive
power and powerful three peint hydraulic
lifting mechanism permit the attachment of a
heavy one-wav ploagh, a desp digging
reversible plough or a four to five-furrow
rear-monnted mouldboard plowgh.

Safe vperation of the tractor when hauling
heavy harvesting machines, or erops off the

Steering requires no special effort in spite of large front wheels.

The data in the table clearly show that, (10
the four-wheel-drive tractor can be used on
stoaper slopes. than the two-wheel-drive
tractor. (2} The use of the differential lock i=

TABLE 1

field — even on very damp soil — is enaured by
the four-wheel-drive’s excellent off-the-road
zhilities.

Like all other farm tractors, the four-
wheel-drive machines can alzo be equipped
with power take-off and belt pulley as well.
Handy actuating devices, clectric head and
tzil hghts are also ineluded,

TABLE 1 =LY Ballast weight of approximately 8(Hilh. can
Sl e S T L S be fitted to the front wheels and 4001b. on the
e o e g i AR Mlites L rear w!l'u eels, which Logether with the _\lau-.r
Toimtnr il L ! filling in the rubler tyres i inerense the
By | e e | R e T adhesion weight by opproximately one and
o | R | one quarter ton in all. 3
Withot dilTe- REerT = =T oy 1= Compare distribution of weight and
PSR Pk A e o ) | Al | i | i situation of the centre of gravity of the two-
ke ss0 | e L5 25 | s ses ] Ew i wheel and four-wheel-drve with that of a

=very schematic” mule.
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Nuffield Tractors

P [ uftield tracter production began in 1948 in the orange colour known
as poppy orange. They began with 4 evl Morris engines of 47 x 43,7

at 2000 rpm and had a frame or chazziz like later Fordson
New Muojors, 5-forward/1-reverse speed gear- e
boxes were used on all early versions e i
and they had the Universal name.

They were known as the tractors that

hod almest everylhing other thon the

very basic tractor as an eption.

Electrics with one front hight, ptos,
pullevs, tachometers, hour meters, |
pxlernal hydraulies. 3-point and o hupd |
clutch with an overload release protector |
were all optinms. By 1956 a hand operated
independent pto like laler Fiat and
Landini fraciors wos an option. It was
unusual at the time because even a pto
shaft was still optional. They claimed that
this “two engines in one” system climinated
the use of statlonury engines on balers ete.

Thiz early Nulfield Univer=al range was
alzo known as the M-series gz all versions
had the “M" letter in the medel w identify
fuel tvpes. The numerical
number ~3-%7  identified
the mwerop version and
A" stocd  for  standand
tread models. The paruffin
version was thus the M-3V
irowerop) and M-4 (stan-
dard} and the petrol ver- i
sion was the PAM-3V or
PM-4. By 1950 a Perkins .
Diesel P-4 of 30" x 57 at
HF rpm was available as =S
the DM-3V or DM-4.

Power ratings were 38hp

for both the paraffin M- T
zeries and diesel DAL- i
series and 46hp for the

petrol Phl-zeries.

It was only in 1954 that
the Perlins was replaced
by the later famous BMC
diesel which was also di=-
plaved on the grille for
manvy vears, Thess BAC o E
dipas were #lso  d-ovl

FBImERMizaNd

m Reduces coste with all these land proved features

In 14957 2 flush-end rear axle like Fordson Majors became an option.
New models were introduced on the same lines but with 2 two size

—- option for the first time. The numerical 3" irowerop) and “4" (stan-

dard? hecame an zlphabetical three and four which then identi-
fied the numhber of engine cylinders. The new smaller
Universal- three was just a 3-cvl version of the 4-
. eyl BMO diesel at 37hp and the DAM-4
> became the Universal-four.

- The Imiversal-three was
[ not scaled down in size

like the Fordson Dexta/MF 35

and was just a shorter Univer-

sal-four with smaller wheels
and looked as though o had
grown out of its tyres.

In 1961 production shifted
from Birmingham to Cowley in
Oxflord. The engines were bored
out from 33" (3,747 to 3,847 and
1EW POWET TAtings Were 1ncor-
porated in the models. The Univer-
sal-three hecame the 342 and the
TUniversal-four became the famous

460, In 193 a factory
move tn Bathgate, Scot-

Bﬁl BDEfiE ffﬂfffngh land saw new models

introduced with the new
highflow ]

T0-forward/2-
reverse  spesd  gearbos
The new models were the

142 and the 1060 to
identify the new gear
speads.

In 1963 the popular
mini car and ldv idea was
introduced  to  tractors
with the introduection of
the babyv BMC Mim. It
had a 4-ey1 2.4 x 3" at
a high 2500rpm for 20hp
engine. A white grille and
wheels were seen for Lhe
first time and in 1963
after the new Nuffelds
were introduced. it was
given i white-line side
ani renamed the Nuflicld

g 425,

T N 3 et o R s e B ek T At - - rae 1rn

with a 3%" »= 44" at g e T R 3 1 s e s e o 2 et it e o e In 1867 the 10442 and
2MMirpm  for 45hp. All : G e e meeew | LWBD were res

these  Nuffield's  had I I ‘ I o e T i “"=| became the 3/45 and )
rounded tanks, bonnets, e e feper i T L T T Tt i === | with white wheels. Fuel

nose cones and a s

tanks were fitted ahead of

grille like later Fordson
MNew Majors. They had rowerop Lype rear axle proiruding side
shafis with “clamp-on™ wheels like David Brown 30-IVs. The bon

net had square protroding bulges to either outer side in front of

the take to accommodate the battery and air intake depending on
mindels. -

the radiator with side air
rril man John Deere 20 to 55 series.
The nose cone resembled a Field Ma Il and thev ended in 1% when
thev were replaced hy Levlands. These last white wheesl Nuffields and
the 3-cvl models were not gend sellers in 5A and must be Inoked after or
collected for the fetuere.




PRIZES WAITING TO BE POSTED

We have decided To award prizes to every child whose
drowing appears. We have prizes waiting for the following
children whose drawings have appeared in earlier editions of
The Veteran Farmer:

Shaun Upshall, UK (7). Lauren Usher (5], Stuart Hessom (&),
Stephanie Bach, Stephanie da Silva, Laken Miller,

Chelsen van Deventer, Le Roux Meethling, Abraham Moutan g‘.-},
Mark Leak (113, Giovanna (&), Vicky Taylor {&), Melanie King (7],
John HuHinghEIi}, Chrigtie Truber (8], Steven Wilson (11),
Alex Hattingh (), Charles Davis (10), Lynmarie King (4)

Could all parents please communicate with Mrs Kathy Lotter on
011 795 7421 and advise their address so that prizes con be
despatched.

Chris Nenekom Aye 13
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IDLE THOUGHTS OF AN
ITINERANT TRACTOR MAN

o e _

By Chris Wilson

o el ﬁ

forcibly reminded Lhe other day ol the  increasing sophistication

I medern traetors, Wow, T Srmly believe that electronic computenzed
controd ia the to mo. Current svetoms are relizble and very wser
fricmdly, both ¢ rerfoperator and technician. But try telling that to
a mechanic of T b= had oo o

There still sement philosophy
tracior mechanic — fix it!”

That doesn’t work in the fyee of flashing digits and beeps
adegquate training has been provided

(¥ introduced to the mysteries of on board computers, nearly all
L._-._-n-m-._ 15 — vpung and old — take toit like a vintage tractor owner Lo
beer! Mow the technician can diasnoze and calibrate by pushing buitons
in an air "-:'-"'mlhn:@rl cab — rather than grovelling in dirty inaccessihle
15t with spanners aod serewdrivers. But, as | say. only
te lenowledgo.
nded me of a time | waz relieving at Malcomess” Esteourt
branch = d to make a trip o Northern Natal to zort out a Tox-0-
}_‘1'=|n i WET. lI|.I¢lr:| ﬂ_‘q_rl- my lwme branch, served a man 1I" "I:'I.‘\.
lie or no knowledge of these American dry-
t lm" NEVET See One.

The '-r'lvnr'nn- I could get was tls
Tox--Wik was a gus-fi
particular one was not igniting

Pitching up on the farm with a happy, o
amile, | was more disconcerted o find a rec

At that time Maleomess was plan
ning to open a branch in Dundec,

13t says “You're a

LEE

I
(RRet Lt

ably electrical”™ (the
hine with a I-"H} driven fan and this

nfident iand entirely falsel
eplion committee.

which was to be the flag=hip for
Matal.

Thiz important customer pear
MNewesn was p‘un in Lhe area to

he served by Dundee, and although
no premises had been opened,
aplesman and manag had e
appointed. So as well as the farn
th two had arrived Lo w
I young Hnicinn
sparkling service!
The drver was standing in 2
muddy yard. eoupled to an elde
hut well kept Nuffield One of those
mid-winter cold fronts was aweep-
ing the country at the time, and it
waa wet and cold. The dryer’s 2ys-
tem was teasonably ._Juuit' and 1
ascertained thal gas wis not getting

m

vatch a
deliver

The separafing m
a lurge basket

enrrd

sirlra il

'|'|r:||,:|l'¥ for some remson, | I,r.h. e the blockage to a solenoid valve, and
fonnd s running from this to a swite h near the fan

Rightly supposing this -"1N"IT.-: | aome wed the gos solenoid, 1
shorted it sut and turned on the gas | to hear a hiss but to
alze sure T pressed the igniter. Now, bear in mir at the tractar
t running. and the fan was not turming. hu.h wa
into the upper chamber of the dryer and mi

Pressing the igniter hrought spectacular :'e:l.,.l : r| hiere was a loud
whumph! and fames shot out of the sides and top of the dryver,

Even more speclucular was the effact on my cirele of admirers who
vd been breathing down my neck with bated breath,

Simultaneously r]"--_n_- large bodies *-||.-!'.l1.1.LI:|. in the firectinn
of away, all dignity lost - and - joy of joys — the salesman slipped and
fell headlong in the mud!

[ stond petrified with the hairs on the back of my neck rizing at the
control panel while two shaken individuals crept back to a2k what
happened ithe manager only enrerged minutes later from behind
shed — I suppose he felt 1that 5z 2 manager he was worth the most to the
company and it was hiz duty to ensure that all was zofe bofore he
exposed himsel rizk!)

With true British =tifT upper lip aplomb, 1 replied “Oh its OK —that s
exacily what [ thought would happen”™. The farmer gave me an old-
shioned leok but =aid nothing.

In any ease I (li..'\-']"'=1l'2'|!l:l.| the switch, which was of
operated sensor wl wirtalde't

course 3 wind
let gas through unless the fan was
turning, found it clogged with chaff.
cleaned it, sssembled and tested -
evervthing OK.

Afterwards we all trooped inside
coffes. The farmer, who was nobody's
fool, took me o one side saving ~long.
I want to shake vour hand — admat
yvou knew less than... all about th
grain drver when vou got here — but
you've fixed it - angd taught me some-
thing — thanks®.

On the way home the real highlight
of the situation hit me and 1 had to
stop while [ loughed till tears ran
downn 1 e pnd my Rides hurt.

Three mified men — a hig

burly farmer, a manager and a

salesman all scrambling away n

the mud — and beat of all & sales-

esbiven e hoer reso! At man lying sprawled in the wet
firry T prosg i aeed : ¢

farmvard!
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Weite, fox or Fing for a free
cabalogue on o full range of books and
tidens on both old and modern forming
isswes, ofd tractors, livestock .. you
recarmee £F, Pis :'rafufﬂgul* eoftlains if.

For further information contact
Kothy Lotter: oo PO Box 408, Halfweay
Howse, 1685, SA

Telf: 081 799 FANY, Feex: 011 463 3350, l

E-rhail: hathvlErfnokic.coza

-.J..[ [ L —

Is this an Aveling Barford diesel roller or is

therd e pirke F ! af ruat on the frome !

UNIQUE
IRRIGATION
SYSTEM

Here is Len frteresling cariants of
thiz fome-made mobhile frrigontion
prmprng svslerr

Inrda in the Linited Statez basz 3 very high water table. Ome of nur readers discovered a
unigue and interesting way of irrigating intensive crops such as vegetables. Drainage
ditchezs run throwgh the lands. Special tractors (contraptions) have been desi rmed by local
a mobile pumping and spray . A pipe is deployed into the diteh and the
d on T.n|3 of the machine. The machine then moves down the diteh period-
. 2 it goes, It is not clear whether these items are manned or not

ing at the cab. Presumably this happens until the drainage

farmers o act
rain gun iz in-::,T.'-

THE SIMPLEST THINGS
IN LIFE BRING THE
HAPPIEST MEMORIES

Ros Miles spolted having a loof at a
Fordson.

“H fraf frave | mivsed - ah yes,
o, thix is dhe one with a
Lamborghing engine — I
_remeniber ff

Peter Eilintt in the background is keeping
his thoughts to himself. Zak van Staden
remrembered when this tractor did 0 fo GO
in wnder four seconds when funed by his
brofher Dhperf

As Mazambigue slowely apens up o the
outsice wortd, all sorts of interesfing
treasures, both ancient and modern.
wre being revealed.

Muassev Ferguson tractors have afiays
displeayed Frue prif”. This Mozambigue
cxgmple s no excepiion.

The Veteran Farmer has managed fo
abtain copies of this publication af
EA40.00 per copy. For further information
o fered Kl:lhrrl\' Loatter: ol PO Box 08
Halfivay House, 1685, 5A.
Tel: 01F 709 7400, Foax: (11 63 3800,
Eemail: kathvlGrfnokio.coza
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must confess to having
become rather blasé about
trucior books recently — more and
maore photos of restored tractors
are starting to lose their appeal -
and because they are restored
tractors one cannot use them as
reference either.

However one of the best both for
entertainment and reference has to
be “Farm Tractor Scrapbook” by
Richard H Robinson.

This excellent book, published in
New Zealand, contains a magnificent
collection of archive pictures, ads,
contemporary articles on maintenance,
cartoons, and many photos of old
tractors at work today.

The range of tractors extends from
the Saunderson of 1909 to the Ford 2 — SHH) range of 1965. OF particular
interest to me was a section on Australian built LH. products - madels
that I was unaware of.

In all a thorouphly pood read which ore will want to go back 1o again
and again.

IPor further details contact Kathy Lotter on telephone number 011
TH8 TL00.

THE SHIMMER

ne of the most impressive boaks ever to cross our

desk arrived the other day - “The Shimmer of
Steel” by Dennis Moore. This book consists of a collec-
tinn of photos of South African Railway steam in the
90z — and [ think it's fair to say that just about all the
photos are absolutely superb and compare favourably
with the best anywhere in the world. The clarity and
composition are excellent — and each iz far more than
just a steam loeo — the atmosphere of the location iz
captured every time. Each caption tells us abont the
location, the locomotive, and some backpround as 1o
the running of the train itzelf — and much can be
learnt from them. The Shimmer of Steel 12 actually a
gequel to an earlier magnificent hook by the 2ame author —
Sunzet of Steam”, depicting steam in evervday use, mainly in the
ighties. Perhaps my favourite picture comes from this book on page 36
ngr a 25N on & freight near the Botswana horder - the train is
only a portion of the whole zcene — which encapsulatez a magnificent
sky, typical bushveld trees and a social weaver neat — it has to be seen
to be helisved!

“The

FERGUSON -
ARCHIVES

Mr Stan Jerling has provided us with
some magnifieent archive documenta-
tiom. It 1= a regional letter dated September
1, 1939 and 15 from Ferguson-Sherman
Manufacturing Corporation in the USA. We
would be very interested to hear where
Ferguson-Sherman itted into the whole
Ferguson and Ferd Ferguson empire.
Dearborn. Michigan 1z the heme of Ford so
olbwviously there was a slrong connection
there. Ironically the Ferguson-Sherman Inc.
booklet indicates that the plough was man-
ufactured in Evansville, Indiana.

This book mokes [Bzeinating reading. IF
anyone would like a copy, please send a self-
addressed envelope to The Veteran Farmer
and we will happily send you a copy of the
booklet.
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Wu have just been notified
th the long awsaited
Maszey Legacy Volume Two
hardbook by John Farnworth

will be availlable from July
onwards.
Many of our readers will

already have in their possession
Volume One which was released
earlier in the vear.

The Massevy Legaey two-volume
set 15 the first comprehensve review
of the bromd range of producis
manufactured or marketed by Mazsey
Ferguson and its predecessor com-
panies from 15847,

Thiz text 15 a kev resource for
Masz=ey enthus s around the world

as well as for those with an interest in
the general history of agricultural equipment.

An avid collector of ull things M-H, John Famworth iz alsa the
author of Fergusen lmplements and Accessories. He contribuies to
vintage tractor magazines and runs a register for M-H equipment.

Fuor furlther details contact Kathy Lotter on telephone numhber 011
TO0 7400,

OF STEEL

The quality of production and layout is faultless,
and the overall effect of both books 15 1o evoke consid-
erable pleazure in what was, and what e a limited
extent can still be seen today, One 13 reminded of just
what a rvich ateam heritage this country hod. aod how
quickly it disappeared. 1 recall in the early seventies
being forced to attend boring (to me) horse shows in
the Maritzburg show grounds - sitting at the wop of twe
grandszand overlooking the Vieteria Good's Yard while
a stream of double headed Garrett hauled trains
coasted silently in from, or struggled mightily up onto
the Greyviown Branch while other steam loco’s shunted
the vard and Garretts worked trip freights to the sid-
ings at Willowton - all part of everyday life and taken for granted — now
gone forever

These two books however provide an excellent link with (hose days.
Bnth books are a must for any steam or cail enthusiast - or indeed for
those wha love the South African Tandzeape in all ils magnificont vanety:
Published by Chris van Renshurg Publicafions (Piv) Limited,
Tel: (011} 726-4350 Fex: (011) 482.1279
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VINTAGE DEBUGGING!
ocoled in o ficld oot far from Pretoriz is
L thiz interesting ald portable steam devies.
Horze-drawn. it is in fact a Britizh Army anti-
lice sterlizing unit for dlothing, It 2eems that
the troops und others with whom the Ay
wis assorialed did not gel w the Lavndromat
that often and az a result any number of bugs
took up residence in Cheir clothing, Every now
and pguin the British Acmy would eram all the
clothes into this portable steaming wnit and
ive the bugs a ha ime!
The unit certainly datez from the lest cen-
Lury st |_|_;||i'|_|1'1_|_:;',;.:|,|_'i_1. e maniefacturer’s
nome 15 indicated on the anit

Calendar of Events
for 1998

24 Sept Sosatie Festival
- Willem Prinslea Museum
24-26 5ept  Kleinplasie Museum
-Worcester

26 Sept Annuval Fun Day
= Bathurst Museum
23-24 Oct EP VT&EC Annual
Gathering
- Marlow Schoal, Cradock

10-11 Qct Glen Museum Fees

Supplied by The Vintage Tractor &
Engine Club of SA [Matal Branch|

SPOTTED AT NAMPO RECENTLY

Chris Smith wnd his beaetf fully
monufaciured seale model John Deere
I} fracior.

P i

D the Vintage Teaefor & Engine Cluh
Rare a fuge Chairman or aee Jokn
fwere troefers sevoad Ve ien we Sfroaeid,
Nie Vallentgoed ix as alevavs cheerful
armd presenfing fhe Vindoge Tracier £
Engine Club in sivle.

Phatos falen af Nawpo 995,

.

OLD GARDEN EQUIPMENT

‘ ',‘ Te have not concentrated much on old

garden equipment. In the UK for exam-
| e 12 complete magazineg dedicated
It is called “Farm & Horticwlural
nnd potentiol subseribers can contact
the magazine at the following addresz; Farm
& [Morticuliural Equipment Collector, 10
Upper Elms Road, Aldershot, Hants GIUT11
SET. LK.

e piciwre shows a Wonoaeeh Wader Ballust
Raller, which was a very stufe-of-the-arl itemn
Just after the turen of the Cerrfury, It belongs te
My Essex Barrett of the farm Hoschfonicin in
the Free Stale fsee front corerl

WHERE HAVE ALL THE

SENTINELS GONES?




MUSEUMS

In writing about South Africa’s history and in our porficelar
vase, the world of apricelfural bygones, iF is hard fo aeoid laps.
ing inito depression over the state of things in many areas, The
social fabric of Fhe rural community is changing, meaning fhaf
many properiies which have been in families for generafions,
harve now been vacated. They leave behind them o wealth of
history, knowledge and of course, troclors, implements and
relafed ifems.

Under normal circamstances owr musewms would be the
receptacle for these items (o be preserved, Howerer, the musenms
o nof always provide the foctlities which enable these tlems (o be
appreciafed in the best light, Musenms are not geared fowards
providing the interested enthusiasts with demonstrafions as fo
haow the equipment actually works, Virtually no restoration work
is done by museums, who suffer significant funding problems on
an ongoing basis.

Af present some museums are reviewing whether they should
privatizse and go if alone. Musewms and their contents need peo-
pie to support them. Iems must be maintained and machinery in
particalar, requires tender loving care, ifif is fo be in a posifion
to be run af regular infervals. Many museams, such as the
Bathurst Museum in the Fastern Cape, provide an exeellent
ogpportunity for people to actually work on egquipment thai
they might be familiar with, without fthe need fo have their
own collections.

Indeed many enthusiasts will only ever see some of the rarer
machines in a museum and certainly would never gel an vppor-
funify fo work on them in their own homes. Museums like
Bathurst give the opportunity for peaple to “partner” a tractor
for example, and o bring it info good order and fhen to use @ at
the shows that are vrganised in the local area.

Bathurst Museum
Address: 14 Putt Road, Port Alfred, 6170
Tel: GG 243740
Opening howrs: Tuesday — Fridey: 09:00 - 16200
Saterdays: 0900 - 12:30
Sundaye: 0800 — 160

James Hall Museum of Tr‘ﬂrmp(;r'.’

Pianeer's Park, Rozetenville Road
Lo Rochelle, Johannesburg,

Tel: 435-97 18 or 4359485 61T
Opening fours: Thiesday - Sundoey: G200 - 77:060

Address:

Koringbedryfmusenm - Wheat Industry Musewm
Address: Moorreesburg, 7310
Tel: U264 31053
Opening hours; Mondoy - Thirsdoay: G800 = 17400
Fridey: 0800 — 16:00F

Willem Prinsloo Apricultural Museum
Address: Koalfontein Farm, Old Withank
Pretoria Road, Raviorn, 1007
Tel: (D120 7344171
Opening hours: Monday — Sunday: 08:00 - 16:00

KLEINPLASIE LIVING OPEN AIR MUSEUM

Robertson Road, Worcester, 6850
Tel: 0231 -22225/6, Fax: 0231 -741 34
Opening hours: Monday to Saturday: 009:00 - 16:30
Sunday: 10:30 - 16:30.

The water-mill where wheat is ground
heticeen frro mill-sfones,

ne kilometre outside Worcester, along the

rouad to Bobertzon. is Kleinplazie — a living
Open Air Museum where the life-style of the
early pioneer farmers is depicted. Here vou
will find various buildings and structures
pertaining to early agricultural industries.
There = a tobareo shed, an early farm
dwelling, zoap kitchen, a blacksmith's shop
and a water-mill, to name only a fow.

The unique cultural historical value of the
Open Air Museum lies in the fact that il oot
only preserves early architecture and articles
of use iIn apricultural and home industres,
but also keeps these activities and industnes

Esley Arendse putting the bread info
the aelside oren.

1 ecxample eoffee roasting, wilblits distilling,
alive. soap making and milk tart baking,

Ieobella, the steam dractor af the
new extension

Thesc activities take place from Monday 1o
Saturday. Sunday is a day of rest, but all the
buildings and exhibition halls fexcluding the
new extension) are open for viewing.

On the premises is a tearsom and a restau-
rant where traditional refreshments and
lunches are zerved 7 davs a week,

There is also a new extension which repre-
semta the development of agricelture up to
the 1940, This area can be visited by train,
which departz from the Open Air Museom.
The train stops at an exhibition hall with
formal exhibitions on water and electricity
supply for agriculture, the development of

Apuart from daily lasks such as bread bak-
ing, tobaces twisting. candle making, whent
milling and iron forging, a wide varety of
other chores are done as the nesd anses, for

Aetivities connecled with grape-pressing,
slauphtering time, sheep shearing, dairy time
and veldplant time are oll part of many sea-
sonal presentations st the Open Aar Museum,

stearm and the history of ion, az well as exhi-
bitions of different farming implements.
Come and visit the Open Air Muozewm,

where history is alive
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Newe Holland G240 pulling GC Tillage Chised Plough
ol Cherokee Mark I1

On a cold and misty morning at Val near Standerton recently, a
group of farmers gathered for an Open Day to review the latestin
e equipment, combine harvesters and tractors. Working on
heavy black soils, ground engaging implements were tested to the
full. GC Tillage, one of South Africa® best known farming implement
manufacturers, unveiled their Versarill range of chizel ploughfoulti-
vatnr units which attracted & lot of attention. Implements are getting
bigger, stronger and more c:mahlt' of withatanding the punishment
handed down to them by the higger tractors that are now availahle to
Sonth African farmers.

Thiz excellent Open Day was organised by [ick Kerslake. Togsther
with hiz team he must be complimented on arranging a very well
organized and informative day out.

Track ixpe tractors are still
pery muck in cogue af forming
demonstrations. ABOVE: Case
Fuad-Trae, RIGHT: Jofn
IDvere BT puiling a John
Shearer Super 18 Chisel
Plough.

Clogy 204 Dominator combine eiands first in fine fo commenes the
muaize demonsiraltion. This unil is fitted wilh an impressive
Geringhoff maize header,

ABOVE: Ripping rather than
ploughing is gaining in
popularity as farmers consider
minimun 8 possibilities.
This (O Tilloge Big Ox 5 fvne
ripper is being pulled belind
the bpsinesslike Masser
Foerguson 3598 Iractar.
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