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FRONT COVER: The border area belween
Lesothe and South Africa has been in the news
recently. Now if is abouf fo be in the news again
with the reconaetment of Anglo-Boer War baftles
cnd the fumiliar resonance of 167 and 2" gauge
locometives.  All this te a backdrop of
Rewrvmusick, Pap en Vieiz and the gentle hiss
eericl hiens of steam rollers, portable agricuitural
engines and  traction engines, For o froe
preseroafionist or for o student of Risfory, what
eauld B more fdvilie,

4

¥

W{:[emnc to Edition 15 of The Veteran Farmer. This edition fecuses very heavily on our
forLheoming event organised by The Veteran Furmer magazine known as The Greal 100 Work-
img which will be held in the Eastern Free State. A colour brochure deseribing the evenl is includ-
cd in every cdition of The Veteran Farmer A special Boer War Anniversary scotion is alzo
included

This i a show by preservationisis for preservationists, It sets nn particular limits az o whiat
categories of old equipment will be on display. This iz left 1o the preservation fraternily them-
gelves. Our exhibitor application forms were widely distributed in Edition 14 of The Veleran
Farmer.

One of the most important aspects of the show ks Lhat it i entirely non-competitive, There are
no best restored tractors or prizes of any sort. Everyone haz different views on what represent= g
well restored Lracior or machine and there are many people who pr efer to see them unrestored,
Evervbody wing a prize for heing involved and for presenting hiz or her machine in exactly the

way thal they would like to e il presented.

We hope that you will make a special attempl toe join wz on the Gth, T0th and 11Lh of April
whure you will be able to enfoy the heantiful surroundings of the Eastern Free Stute and to
participate in what we know will be one of the must interesting werking events ever held in South
Africa.

There is no doukt that 1999 will be a vear of great hiztorical zignificance. Preservationists will
have much to reflect on.

We hope that you will Inok hack nn many of the achievements of the last hundred yearz and
celebrate these milestones with us at The Greal 100 Woerking,

Chris Wilson
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ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

“We would rather live for ever in a wilderness
than under the Union Jack.
Andries Pretorius

ith this quote Joseph Lehmann opens his book “The
First Boer War™ He goes on to say:

“To the Viclorians South Africa was e lond of surprises, o land
of extremes where unparalleled discoveries in dinmonds aed gold
cotncided with incredible polifical and military Munders. It was e
land of warfare, endemic ever since Cape Thwn woes surrendered fo
the Britieh in 1806 While the sun never sel on the Brifish Empive,
the blood never seemed fo dry in South Africa. Britons, Boers and
blacks clashed and fought and fought again, in o foshion bewtl-
dering to those in distant cendres of world clvilization.”

Uk,

F (e

In fis boolt “Battles of the Boer War” W, Baring Pemberion
slates:

“The roots of the Boer Wor lie deeper than any gold reef on the
Witwatersand, I there hod been no gold and conseguently no
Uitlanders with their catalogue of grievances, real or imaginary,
id s hordly concefvable that Brittsh Imperializm, thrusting north
into the sub-continent in fulfilment of ifs "Manifest Destiny’, would
rot, af some fime or another, have clashed with a backward, pen-
nifess, intransigont Transvend Republic sprowiled acmes ity path.
The finding of gold hostened o clash and incidentelly gove of a
character whick it might othernwize hove lacked.

It has been soid that no one can kEnow the Boer who does not
kenoer iz past, Deseended from tough Calvinistic sfock, infused by some
wigorons Hugwenot blood, the Boer corred fo the threshold of the
twentieth century those troits reminizcent of Mocoulay’s seven-
teenth-century Puritan, with one significant chonge. The left hand
still clesped the Bibde, but the right hand held no longer the fwo-
edged sword, bt @ Mousar magazine rifle of the most up-to-dafe
manufaciure,”

With these thoughts we open this special section of this
edition aof The Veteran Farmer. One hundred years on lef us
reflect on these issues which have left many legacies,

ANGLO-BOER WAR MUSEUMS

he Great 100 Working commemorates amongst other things the
commencement of the start of the Anglo-Boer War. Due
- to the significant impact that this war had on the
g tural communities of South Africs and indved the
%, entire political direction of the country [or the
next 100 vears, we believe that it 15 comething
that should be well understocd. There are a
numher of highly asuthoritalive sources for
information on the Anglo-Boer War and we
feature two of them here, one South African
and ome British,
The first of these 13 the Anglo-Bosr Wur
w . Muzeum, PO Box 704, Bloemfontein, 9300, Tel:
/0561 4473557, Fax: 051 4471392, Johan Hattingh
; I 7 af the Mussum has been most supportive and
“=— " has provided a wealth of informution including
a zpecialised article which will appear in a future edition of The Veteran
Farmer. A cordizl invitation has been extended to anvone that would
like to visit the Museum.
The =zecond organisation 15 The Soviety of Friends: of the Nalional Arooy
Muszeum in the TTE. The object of the Society as Lud in its constitution s to
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support The National Aroey Mussum in Chelsea i London for vanous
meanz including the purchase of important
relics and research materizl which might
otherwize be lost to the nation.

In the 1955 2 few enthusiastic individuals
began to plan the creation of 3 museuwm
which would do justice to the long history of
the British Army — from its national and
regimental structure in Britain to its even-
tual worldwide and imperial roles; essendially
including a record of the Indian Army and of
colonial wnits which have enrolled with the
Britizh Army overseas and which form part
of the history of the British Empire.

The Museum presents a range of educational
and holiday activities and facilities for school
children and young wisitors. For further information contact the
Educational Department at the Musoum.

The National Army Museum,

Royal Hospital Road, Chelzea, London 3SW3 4HT, UK.

Tel: 0171 730 0717

NATIONAL

ARMY
MUSEUM
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"THE BOER WAR
- a family story

By Kathy Lotter

Robert Wightonr Cameron’s father emigrated from Scotland to and gace him o« handkerchicef fv trv and stop the bleeding (see

South Africa, where e met gnd married o “Boerenooi”. They photol,

hkaed three sons, Robert the voungest. He was then fransported on an Ossewa to Pretoria, where his
Ruobert grew up in Ermelo and as a voung bay fought in the leg was amputated and then he was shipped off to the
“Boer” War, “Meerbank Eonsenlrasiekamp"™,

He was wounded very badly in the leg in Steynsdorp, by an There he met Hendring Willkelminog Klevnhans and married
Englisfman, who actually eame to his assistance in the bush her in the concentrafion camp. The couple had nine children.

1 Dalefield Terrace
DUNDER 5 July 1911

My dear nephew Robert
It.i3 with much pleasure [ write to thank you for the very handsome
photograph of yourself, wife and family vou were good enough to
send me. You are all so nics, healthy and happy looking just like a
glint of sunshine from far away Ermelo. We are all greatly delight-
pd with it, I showed it to Aunt Janet and to my own old aunt and
daughters Mra Kidd (my mother’s youngest sister - 55 years) as
vour father is the only one of 15 whosse sons and daughters have
families, s0 that your children are her great grand nephews and
nieced, Just parmit one word of praise to this dear woman at your
side. [t was indesd brave and noble of her to let love rule and to
acoept vour maimed, though you were after the war. She looks so
homely and happy with you and the bairns thet T am sure she has
no regret for the step she then took. See that you don't forget it Bob,
and he the best of gnod hushands to her, for the worth of a good wife
cannot be estimated. But, oh, the ugly blunber of that war, it will
never cease to he to Britain’s shame!
Happily she knows it now and there are many of her sons who will
not fight again in such an unrighteous cause and you did nobly too,
a0 that your and her foes had to respect young valour.
The photograph is already framed and in a place of honour on the
top of the piano where all our friends will not fail to see it
I sincerely hope you will succeed on your farm at “The Brook™ and
of courae [ ehzll be pleased to hear of that success from time to time
and of vour sister Maggie's lad too, Be good to him and he will be Handherchicf gsiven to Robert by an English soldier
all the more useful to vou as well a3 to himself. Sorry that his sis-
ter Annie is far from well, pear girl. When you see Magme thank

her from me for sending Jim, wife and family it was very thought- DIE VADERLAND #* Wosnscog, 15 Oktsher 1952
ful of her, [ am sure, warmest regards hoth to her and him. Jessie Pz b A A PN A S A ;
will he writing to Maggie soon [ expect, she is at Perth, 20 miles { EETR“U“ |N K"NSENTRﬂSIEKAMP q
from here, Just now for a few days at 2 “good temple conference”. 1 ;1
Where is John? I do not recollect of hearing of him for a long time. IE p
Time he was taken prisoner [ think did he come back? I Vl ER N“IJ GHUE HR[I"_“F '
Sn write soon again Robert please and tell me all about yvourselves I5 T g
and the others ete. farewell "_-. :
Your affectionate uncle o R
MBS CANBEON ‘ " st 5 el

lige wyap deur familie o #
wricmde op Bronssaraizprect 3
geuise,

Rpberl Wighlen Camemsa 6

ARBOVE: Transeript of fetter Roberf received from his Unele in Seotlend,
Jumes Cameron. BELOW: ariginal copy of the lotier.
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Married in Concentration Camp - Stk Anniversary
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ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

MILITARY
EVENTS ARE
CARVED
DEEPLY INTO
OUR COUNTRY’S
HISTORY

994 has seen significant commemoration of a number of ey
wars and individual baitles which resonale with zignificance.
The Angle-Fulu War in the 1870' was complex in its origins and
it i3 not within the scope of The Veteran Farmer to analyse it.
Suffice to say Lthat Britain suffered its greatest military defeat
ever at the battle of [zandhlwana at the hands of the Zulu’s, while
at Korkes Drift on January 22, 1879, the British Army redeemed
itzelf. Fine prints from the Military Print Company UK (see
painting to right) “Pinned like Rats in a Hole™ by Mark Chums.
“Private Hook and Private Williams, B Company, 2nd Batielion,
dth Foot. Inside the Burning Hospital aof Roerkes Deift Tpm
Joneary 29nd 18797,

The Anglo-Boer War zaw development of the tensions that had
been simmering during the latter part if the 19th Century. A copy
of a fine art print belvw from the Military Print Company was entitled
“All that was left of them™ by Caton Woodville. At Modderfontain
FFarm a squadron of 17th Lancers were pinned down by a large Boer
foree and fought to the finish. Students of history of this period never
cease to be amared at the bravery, endurance and military shill
dizplayed by three highly competent military groups, the Zulus, the
Boers and the British. Each group had a different strategies and each of
the armies fielded leaders of great courage. Shaka, Cetshwayo, Pretorius
and De Wet did the unthinkahle by challenging the might of the British

A selection of these magnificen! prints and posteards are
i available from Inside Out Gallery, Shop 145 PO Box 82, Pavilion
Army, Centre 3611, Natal. Tel: 031 2650223,
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ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

BATTLES OF YESTERYEAR

he Froee State branch of the South African

Armes & Ammunition Collectors Association
will dizplay an impreazive cross-section of old
firearms at The Great 100 Working. This
display will included

1. Boer War Hifles (Martimis, S(ks,
Mausers, Guedes, Mannlicher, ete. to coineide
with the Boer War Centenary.

2 A display of rifles wsad against the
Basotho by the Hoers in the Easterm Free
State (eonguered territory) — Enfield muazzle
Inaders, monkey tailz, sniders. The area north
of the Coaledon waz claimed with the help of
these weapons.

3. A number of weapons ussd in the Basotho
Gun War of 18580, Thiz was when the British
Governuent Lried to confiseate guns from the
native Basolhos — broken off muzzle loaders,
muzkete and snider carhingsh

The Free State branch of the South African
Arme and Ammuonition Collectors Azsociation
1= eortainly the maost active branch in the country
a= far as eollecting, displayving and actually
firing pre-1902 rifles is concerned. The Club
enjuys Lhe participation of over one hundred
members ot its varied shonting  events
throughout the vear The reazon for 1902
being the cul off date for the Clubs primary
area of interea is that all rifles produced prior

RECALLED

to 1902 prob-

ably saw some
service during or
before the Anglo-Baer

War {18%-1902). During

the shooting competitions, period
dress is compulsory and only pre-1902 rifles
quality, This makes for mond fun and an
excellent spirit as the Club oflen hove Stevn's
or Kruger's dressed in Tommie uniforms and
Healyv's and Barretts dressed as Boers.

Painted mas bottles make pood targets and
it iz quite a sight seeing a helmet being shot off’
a target 2t 300m with a black powder Martini-
Henry! Prizes are awarded for the best dressed
participant, the hest “hlack powder” shottist,
and the best “Nitro” shottist and the best
junior shottist.

Meals wsually consist of a traditional braai
and potjie. This is certainly the Clul wo join if
vour feel 2t all interesled in old frearms, South
African history or in pgetting an okl rifle
restored tao its former splendoear.

Morgan Barreft

Tel: 051%33-3910
The Veteran Farmer commends this
dediceated group of enthusiasts who have
grof it right, They preserve the past, they
wonrd: Fueerel axf thetr hobly and they haoe fun.

SAAACA 1999 ANNUAL PROGRAM

April

Wed 14th TR0

Wed rat 19h30

Fri & Sat 23rd & ZaWH

sat 24th am.

Thurs 29%h 19h30

May

5at 1=t

Thars. 13sh 20800
Museum

Wed N5t 19800

Thurs 2Tth 19830

June

Sun 13th AhO0

Wed 23nd 170

Thuts 24 19h30

July

Wed 141k 17TH00

Wed st 15000

Weed 2Eth AThOD

Theurs 20k 19830

&rms Fair Committee Mecting at the 'War Museum
Show and Tell™ at the Fort

London Arms Fair (not 3 SAAACA fendlos)

303 competition {not 3 SAAACA function)
Membership Sub-Commitiee Meating al the Foa

SAGA Fesitval at Gobden City Shooting Range
Combined lectune with Mildary History Sodety at the War

Lommitiee Meeting at the Fort
Membership Sub-{ommittes Meeting a1 the Fort

Swap/ Tradel Display set-together at the Fart (Being & Braal)
Arms Fair Committes Meeting at the War Museum
Membership Sub-Commitiee Meetng at the Fort

Arms Fair Competition Maeting al the Was Museum
Committes Meeting a1 the Fort

Arms Fair Adman/Griefing at the War Museum
Memberskip Seb-(ommitbes Meeting at the Forl

Yeors fofer fhe Boers rord the pieaf - @s
expecied - but for a Soulie to make the pap?
Wouldn't trust the guy in the bockground - it
looks like the brood is aboeut fo be ambushed

Defending Ford Mistake - seems more [ike o
broai to us?

Rritish troops defending their sandsfons
foops... corrugated iron} blockhowse

TIE VETERAX FARMER &, 5




ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

BOER WAR STEAM
TRACTION

One hundred years ago the Boer War
was underway. This is not a military
magazine so we deal with the steam
and mechanical equipment that was
used to support the war effort. By
and large, the Boers achieved their
mobility on horseback and avoided
the more cumbersome mechanical

In December 1899, members of the Institu-
tion of Electrical Engineers were urgently
formed as: The Corps of Electrical Engineers
and embodied into the Royal Engineers, This
Corps was rapidly equipped, trained and sent
to South Africa, arriving on May 3rd 1900,

Onee dispersed to key Garrisons, power was
supplied [or arc lighting and secarchlights;
mining: field telephones; base werkshops and
hase hospitals, X-Ray equipment was first
used in combat hospitals during the Anglo-
Boer War, Traction engines by Aveling’s, Bur-
rell, Fowler and McLaren were used bv the
EE.% (a.k.a. Enormous Easters).

Here fico Burrell single crank compounds are
er-role to Colonel Crompton’s Chelmsford |
Works to fare dynamos fitted. The crew's kit is |
lashed to the dynamo bracket. Dynamos were |
butli by Losrence, Seott Limited, of Norwich.

____== BURRELL SCC’S GO TO WAR

inventions. The British on the other
hand began to experiment with the
use of steam power in a war
environment. John Talbot has
supplied us with some interesting
prints from his archives and has
provided some useful insights to
support these pictures.

=

| FOWLER B5 ARMOURED ROAD LOCOMOTIVE NO. 8894 WITH

WAGON AND FIELD GUN

Extensively protecied by Armour. Even ifs crankshaft end hoas o ‘coned” cover to deflect small arms rounds.
[Hustrated is winching a field gun into an independently braked carrier wagon. As we know how toll o BS is, the real proportions of thal caston-built
sun-wagon mey be aecurately gouged.
A full Roval Artillery fleld gun crew rode behind armoured panels.
Ammerition, food and kit was included. 'S894° would houl three of these rigs; miles-per-ton of good coal, and gallons of waler per ton-mile aren’d
recorded. Or are they?

6 Jgii THE VETERAN FARMER




ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

SAPPER TRANSPORT
CROSSES A DRIFT

A Burrell Road Locomotive of 45th Steam Road Transpord Co.
Reoyal Engineers, stands by to offer haulage assistance al a MNetal
river crossing during the South African War, circa. 1900- 1502,

A Fowler B3 Road Locometive of the same K.E, Company negotiales
the drift with three Wesman éraction wagons on ils heolk.

Note: Fording rivers was not a plunge 1n and bell it across
affair! Engine would stop, raise a full head of steam, then drop
the fire completely.

With cnaled furnace the enmine would be drven acrozs, Upon
gaining the opposite bank, its crew would relipght und rebuild theie
fire.

Buckled plates, broken firehars and stays, and choked furnaces
were avoided or minimised by this practice hence: sleam enly in
exhanst

ARMY B5’S UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT
FOWLER’S LEEDS FACTORY

"

BELOW: Extruct faken
froum The Veteran
Farmer Issue No 14,
1996

“Ex Britizh Army BS
Fowler Road locoe seen
here on exhibifion af the
1996 Greal Dorset Steam
Fair. Un board Richard
Pocock, the new swwner
wcho plans fo have if
restored shorfly, and
(right) Johan van der
Hoven, the previous
ouwner woho hod the
foresight to sace the loco

B

T

arficle tas wrillen,
Richard Pocock sold the

Armoured Road Locomotive ‘Big Fool® B5, No. 8894 hos been the subject
of much discussion ond controversy, Ouwr photograph shoiws this engine
centre gisle being manufactured for the Roval Engineers af Fowclers
Rood Enging Ereeling Shop in Leeds in 19N,




ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

Tommy Wilson was born in Newton Stewart, Seotland on 13 June 1883,
75 parents were of pioneering stock and attracted by better oppor
tumities in the developing colony of South Afriea, which had bewn ereat-

ed in the immediate post-Anglo Boer War period, thev emigrated to
Maoltene in the Eastern Cape as stock farmers and merchants. Tommy
grew up in the area and went Lo school in Molteno. Like so many young
men of his time, particularly these with an engineering inclination he
waz atteacted by the excellent engineering training given by the rail-
wayz of the day. He was taken on s an apprentice at the South African
Ruilways Apprentics Training Scheol in East London and compleled his
training He left the Railways after some vears, a highly qualified and
aceomplizshed engineer, with not only the necessary skills to carry out
engineering work itself, but perhaps more impartantly with the inno-
alive spirit o seek better zolutions.

In these davs mechanisation in agriculiure was virtually unknown,
but Tommy saw the potentizl and worked for both Herbert Vaughan &
O in East London and Mangolds Limited in Part Ehzabeth, Thereafter
he joined o fiem of machinery merchants in Cape Town Messrs Duffetl
& Koch around 1908, His responzibility wag the delivery and inztalla-
tiom of irFigation and agricultural eguipment throughout Southern
Adrica.

Alr Alec Wilson, his Son, has done a meticuloes job of piecing together
his trovels and as & result of the careful recording of family archives, it
iz posgible 1o get a very clear view of Tommy's activities.

One of his early assignments was the delivery of a suction gas irriga-
tion pumping plant at Goede Hoop, a portion of Grootvaders Besch, near
Heidelberg (Cape) where he met his future wife, Irene Duminy, then
only 15 vears ald and he & voung man of 25,

It was apparent that during the years from 19049 to 1914 Tomumny
manuged Lo find few opportunities Lo visit Goede Hoop and sinee he was
not purticularly welecome as an “Ultlander” and “Engelsman”. he had to
rely on pozteards of which some 220 survived

Tommy was @ consistent and reliable communicator and recorded in
detail the places he visited in beautifully written posteards to Irene.
Thes=e eriginate from the length and Breadth of Southern Afriea including
Basuloland, Britizh Bechauanaland. Rhodesia, Mozambigue and South
West Africa.

Sent from Hope
Valley, Ferreira
Dhigirict
Bloemfontein,
28 L1911, Many
af these
posteards are
adorned oith
reqaf fabric

8_& THE VETERAN FARMER

A Lifetime of Ag

This prostoeard
went from the
Qurer Holel in

ILEL 1912 was
sered to Frene's
weunger sister,
Rite Duming

Travel

The Life and Times

Hr'm!lﬂ'fr;w.

This posteard
2ent on

TR.OF T8I0 sels
the political

| sewne for o goond
pert af the

| Century,

COMMEMORATING
THE UNION OF

HERDEMMEN ARLM
DE VEREENIGINING |

[ ]

SOUTH AFRICA

WAH ZUID AFRIKA

SaeaTE R g




ANNIERSARY SPECIAL

ricultural Engineering,

and Adventure

of Thomas (Tommy) Scott Wilson

feres 2 he
my fru

Thes postcard s wnfortunately undated, The message of the day was
e g s

Adee has been able 1o record his travels using the pistcands as 3 refer-
ence. Aided by 2 map of the Sonthern African Railway Network obtained
from Transnel Heritame dated 1917 he is able to track Tommy™s movenents
to remole stations and leeations, many of which are virtwally unbeard of

Loy,

13 January:
15 January:

# May:

206 June:
W

16 Ot
17 Ot
15 Ot
21 Ol
28 Ot
8 Moov;
% MNov:
11 Nov:
4 Pec:
B e
11 Dec:
14 Dee:
14 Dec:
15 Dec
16 Dec:
15 Dec:

Cape Town, Buffels Vie

I'rom Cape Town to Stemshopt Mamagualand near Ssuth West African | Namibian) border,

. Cape To
In PE- leding tractor for Veyburg, Tracter left last night

Went from Himberley t

Bulswawo te Vietorin Folls with o Trector? For a farmert i

Send from
Kroonstad
TAIRIL. In this
posteard he
deseribes
Kroopsfod s o
“nretiy little

teeen ™, As time
progressed, the
posteards becanie
more and more
romaniic. Finally
Irene and Tomimy
married,

Only

LEFT: Sent on 3. 101811 Many of
Thmmy's posteards give an exeellent
insight into the beantiful arehileciure of
the dax

&o proce py foughis
Are 1517 onbroken,

Meedless W0 suy most of his travels and all of the transport of madhinery was
dome by mil. However froen the rail destination. joumeys wene carried ot by ox
waznn, horsedrown carts or very early sutomebiles. Vory fow poople realise the
extent to whach e railw iy network covered the counktry i thise davs. Here 5 2
sy of Tommy's movenents in 1913 as reconded [rom hiz posteards.,

1. Middolburg, Techush on way 1o Transvaal via Kimberley,

At Kimberlay

aben an En
until 1 Sept

o Port B

to go te Kimberlay
far Bechuanaland

Kames] Brit 1

K «] British Be
Famerl 1o Jolannesburg and Klerksdorg.
Lel. Klerksdorp
nd Heidelburg
o Cape Town.
Cape Town, Worcester
Klerkadorp to Zeerust
Kameel, Britesh Bechuanaland and on to Bulweayo.
Bulawayo, Rhodesia (now Zimbabwel)
Bul Motopas
hy askhove.
A skl
Return to Cape Town,
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ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

A story Lhat he was fond of telling was about the Nrst delivery of
a tractor north of the Orange River to a farm 1o Lhe then South West
Africa. Reconstructing the journey from the information available,
the tractor and wagon were loaded to capacity and railed to Bitterfontein
and from there by road under its own power to Goodhouse on the
Orange River, a distance of about 320 kms. The traclor frst crossed

RIGHT: Fairbanks Morse begoen experiments with
pasoline engine Iractors by 1883, and over the next
fifteen vears produced selfpowered roilroad worl
cars. Trector experiments began in 1910, The
Fairbanks Morse Model 1530 wsed the sereen
system for engine cooling, Engine healer waler was
fed by a belt-driven centrifugal water pump to the
top of the sereen where gravity and evaporadion
did the rest. The model 13- weighed aboul
1600005, Photo on right is o well restored unif of a
reediy i dhe DSAC

15-30 bogged down in thick sund. The tracter would
wnhook the wagons, go forward, attach a steel cable and
pecll thewm te safety - see below

15-30 having just made it acoross the Orange River, This photo was
teeken close to Winstead. Notice myszelf with rifle - just shot large
rionkev on the other side

10 &5 TIE VETERAN FARMER

RIGHT: Receiving o majesiic
tracter ke Chis must Rave
Beern o very important event
for a family, parficalarly
when they were 320 kilometres
from the nearest rail head.

the drift across the Orange River under itz own power and then
hauled the wapon across with a long “zteel rope”, From the photographs

we are able to identify it ag a very early 23 HP Fairbanks Morse
Tractor. Only relatively small numbers of these big Fairbanks
Morse Prairie Tractors were made and Fairbanka Morse ceased pro-
duection of them in 1914.

BELCW: Repairs in the ficld - 15-30 obviowsly had o hiceough and na,
fhat is not a dog kennel in the foreground, if (s the radiafer

-




Tommy Wilson appears on the left. The first
Marshall 18-30 - the production unil arising
from the decelopment of the 1330 wes furned

out in 1933 zo we can deduce that these phofos
were faken of about that time.

We invite UK based Marshall experts to see if
thev can trace this 15780 from the Build §
Register and provide us with the possible
serial number. Allan Condies records show
that four I8-30'% ot of a tetal of cighty cight
were shipped to SA. Remember though this
was a 153-30 of which only perhaps half a
dozen were made, Compare this tractor with
the phiato below.

In 1815 Tommy 2eitled in BEleemfontein, married and opened an
Agricultural Machinery business trading as De Graaf. Wilson and Co.,
Inter to become known as T8 Wilson Imigation Engineer amd Machinery
Merchant.

For many years he pieneered and supplied irogation and agricultural
squipment Lo the farming communities in the Orange Free State. az
well as Lo some ol the smaller municipalities.

He also supplicd and installed electric lighting plants and bammer

mills to trading store2 in Basutoland.

In Allan Condie's book The Marshall Album he
features a 15-30 as described below:

The catalogne impression of the 15-30 was
ahvinusly bused an a photograph of the same
fractor uaed at e 1930 World Troactor Tricls.
Only a handful of this moedel were assembled.
arnd if wowld appear that every one was |
different in some way, The original colour |
seheme was batileship red with red wheels.

ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

The Central Bloemfontein Agricultural Show was an annual event
at which he exhibited o wide range of irrigation and agricultural
equipment including Marshall szhellers and tracturs, Petter
Engines, [rrigation pumps and windmills, piping equipment and even
Alfa Lawal dairy equipment, cle.

It is at this show at Bloemfontein that we are able to record a very early
Marahall 15-30 tractor. a rare and very special fractor ifever there was one

Perhaps this tractor is out there zomewhere today. So if you hear of
an old steel tractor po and have a look,

AR

Merrsheedl F5-00 with maize thresher = an impressive combination
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ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

Tommy was inventive and kis photograph albums showed o
wide pariety of interesting mechanicol applications of one gort
or anather, Our technical experts need to put their thinking
caps on and get their magnifying glass ouf, 3

What are these things? - 1

LEFT: From Tommy's personal
album. What on earth was Tommy
up fo? The photographic skills in
fhose dave helped to give some
interesting design parameters to the
machiney of the day. However, this
old stalionary ergine oM an axr
drraen trolley is not necessarily
difficudt to identify

ABOVELEFT:-We are appealing
for s vindfuge car friends fo fell
s what Hhis mogmificent and
stardy vefifele is. Sign writien
=N, 5 Feoyed Mail™ if iz an
impressive foaking machine. The
Vederan Farmer never fails fo be
Juscinated by the fact thol o
aften we come across oehiiole
ifesigirs wwhich areyears and
years alread of their time. For all
orr fxd enthusiosts with their
big chounky vehicles, why nof
take this machine on board.
Tmagine how macho you ol
foare bheen in 1910 deiving

cerortd v dre one of Bhese

The doctor who must have been in allendines '
obriously leff in a hurry because ke neglected : -
fo fake his pladstone bag with fim. T

BELUW: Proof pasitive that Rumely was alive
and well in Sonth Africa in the early part of
the century. We fate no information on this
tracfor

LEFT:- Tommy mebas o mention of
what this magnificent old vekicle is?

RIGHT: Tommy was abrinusly

proud of this combination

hevause he Raos mony, many

photographs of il

BELOW: International Titan 10-20. Note fiwo Can our readers throw some

tractors on railway sfafien platform. Mo on Iight on what if &2
right has hammer al the ready fn carey obil

rouline moinienance?

| Tommy's socond
dricer's Heenee tsswad
i 1942 do reploce the
licence that Re hod
iwsued in [R16

Tommy was o discerning engineer. Fairbanks Morse, 1H
Titan and Marshall were the tractors that we can specifi-
cally associate him with, Obvieusly only the best wonuld do.

Tommy Wilson's life summarises everylhing that the

cultural machinery so prized by

| collectors today and then 1o enjoy the stability and dignity

; | that the infrastructure amed zocinl order of the day com-
veved, must be cvery preservation muan's dream.

Veteran Farmer stonds for and what the Greay 100 Work- - Our thanks te the Wilson family for allowing ws Lo use
ing event is trying to portray. Imagine a lifie where you | their beautifully preserved archive material and for giving
travelled by rail for thousands of kilometrez per yewr us a glimpee of life in the agricultural sector in the carly
behind every Lype of locomotive operating at the time. [dpe:: 1 part of the centery.

Imagine the pioneering spirit you needed Lu deliver trac- Finally, Tommy Wilson was a romantie man tha
tors hundreds of kilnmetres into rural areas where there were virtually  warm thoughts that he conveyed in his posteards, indeed the very
1o roads. To Tub shonlders with the six elass locomotives of Lhat era. to be selection of the posteards themselves, zend a much stronger message
responsible for delivering big prairie tractors and a host of other agri-  than any e-mail enmmunication could ever hope to cmulate.
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THE PORT ELIZABETH AGRICULTURAL

SHOW OF 1904:

THE VIEW FROM NORTH AMERICA

By T. Lindsay Baker

By the first decade of the twenticth century, the Port Elizabeth
Agriceltural Show hed become the most important commereial
exhibition of egricultural machinery and tools in southern

Africa. It was to this show in INM, Fhe firsf since the close of i
hostilities, that implement makers from both Europe and the o
United States senl special shipmanits of goods for exhibil in hopes
of atfracting alfention from Seuth African dealers. They alzo
encouraged their distributors in southern Africa fo represent

them in exhibiting their products.

Because of the importance of the Port Elizabeth Show for form
in the United Stades,
correspondent of the American journal, Export Implement Age,
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, atfended the show ared sent in
the following repori. If was written specifically for the
edification of apgricultural implement moakers across the
Atlantic, and for this reason ifs perspective on the form
machinery market in southern Africa is especially interesting.
Alro of particalar note are the striking observafions by the
American reporfer on the aititudes of South African formers on

mochinery mafers

their implements.

PORT ELIZABETH, APRIL 10, I904.
EXPORT INPLEMENT AGE, PIILADELPIILA, PA., U.S.A.

Gentlemen: There was a particular pride
which the people of Port Elizabetl: and vicinity
ook in their Agricultural Show held April Tth
and &th, for, although everything 1= very much
depressed in South Africa, vet they still have
hope that the agrenlturist will eventuadly
make the country self-supporting. Further-
more, il shows the country 1= setthng down
and giving more attention to local develop-
ment, for it was the first exhibition of the kind
for four vears, or since the war.

The main feature of the show, amd that
wlich was head and shoulders above every-
thing elze, waz the exhibit of agricultural
machinery, The dealers of Porl Elizabeth, as
well as vither parts of South Africa. may justly
be proud of the fine display, amd American

manutacturers should apprecale the efforis of
their repreaentatives, for fully three-fourths of

the implements exhibited were of American
manetacture and strictly up-to-date. We may
ot zome idea of the thoroughness o koow
that in the windmill line alope there are 15
mills erected around a reservoir which onst
about 31,50 to construct for the eceazsion, and
these mills were all in actual operation pumping
water or running machinery. Fourteen of the
L5 mills were American steel mills, which fact
alomg is evidence at the ratio of 14 to | that
American mills are better adapted to this
trade.

A machinery shed, constructed of 21ee] and
abomat 100 x 500 feet, was packed with smaller
implements, such as plews, eosilage cutters,
gorn shellers, pumps, ete. Throughout the
whole American machinery predominated,
and, in fact, in several instancezs Europsan
firms were trying Lo reproduce the American
pattern of mold beard for their plows, Howew-
o, a5 vet they are entirely unable to produce
even 2 poor quality of soft center fint steel, or
chillad plow,

In pumps we are agoie lenders, especially in
up-to-date designs. It was especially amusing
tn zee the farmers and Lheir wives examing
and admire the Myers plass valve zeal and
wonder why they had oot yet Lthought of that
idea hefore the progressive "Yankee" The
chemicals in the water here ane very destructive
to the ordinary valve, consequently the glass

the Capefoicn

seat, which is very vxtensively used at home,
met with general approval.

The South Africans are generally very reli-
mions. Consequently I underslond that at the
last show several years ngo a tread power tor
horses, mules or oxen was condemned as being
eruelty to animals. A small working medel of &
two-horse Fearless tread power was on exhibi-
tion, and we understand a number of sales
were made, showing prejudice iz being gradu-
ally overcome by practical ideas, When the
farmers once fully realize that they can utilize
the power they alwoys have ot hand in oxen,
mules and horses, there iz no doubt there will
he 2 pond demand for this class of goods, for it
requires no skilled [abor to run them.

Several firms exhibited the Evropean hand
plow with fore carriage. Somce dealers even
recommend iz, “hecause it 2tays in the ground
an well without holding,™ Lthe very feature that
would condemn it to any practical American
plowman, for if the plow is 20t nose downwands,
zn it will always and under every condition
pull into the zround. it surely will not run
level. This, undoubtedly, iz the reasen their
shares wear oul so guickly and have to he
sharpened or replaced =0 often.

Expenence s demonstoating in thiz country
that American agricultural implementa are hy
lar the best adapted to the agriculiural interests
of South Africa. The colonial farmer admires the
lightness of construction of American machines,
and gives his testimony that they stand the tast
and are up-to-date. for one could hear on every
side, “What won'l you Yonks' turn oul next™

Respectlully yours,

Ira A Snvder, Capetawn, Seuth Africa,
This original arficle may be found under
the title, “South African Fair,” in Export
Implement Age (Philadelphia,
Pennsyvivanial, X, No. 3 (June TN, po 17,
in the Library of Cangress, Washington,
NG, USA, The contribufor, T, Lindsay
Baker, edits and publishes the grarterly
Windmillers' Guzetfe moagazine, PO Box
507, Rio Vista, Texas TE083 USA. If vou
want fo send him any windmill-related
questions or would like o complimentary
sample copy of his windmill periodical,
write directly to kim in Tevas.

I

The apen back-geared “Samson™ windmill,
it of the American-made windmills
cxhibited af e 1804 Port Elizabeth

Agricultural Showe.
It was mode in Freepord, Ilinois, by the Stover
M. Co.
Courtosy Windmillers' Grazefte

ol T 1) EE NYERS & BRI [
EECTRE | s nnona SIS

f

The Meyers g.fr.r_-ﬂ suvezd ﬁ.lr whaler prirps which
erdfractod atfention af the 1904 Port Elizabeik
Agricultural Show. From FE Myers and
Braffer, Ashland, (hin, Pump L':rtnl'ogue N
At fAshlancd, (Wi FLE Mvyers & Hro., fea
1905)), p. 24, Courtesy Wildmillers' Gazette
rescarch files.
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