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The editor thanks the following for their contributions and/or assistance with this newsletter – Rob & Janette Tibbits, Eddie van der Wielen, Richard Niven, John Batwell, Peter Odell, the Apple Express Society, the RSSA Natal and Reef branches, CWRS, SANRASM and other societies' newsletters, Bushveld Safaris, CVEMS “Paraffinalia”, “Mainline Steam News” and Spoornet "Platform" and "TransTalk". Peter “Pun” Rogers and Mrs “Punette” R are thanked for raising a smile but not much else (apart from James!).  

 

CREA membership fees are R50,00 for local residents and/or e-mail newsletter recipients and R100,00 for overseas members, to cover the costs of printing and distributing newsletters. Newsletters are published every second month whilst event up-date sheets are available to members attending monthly meetings. CREA has a small library - from which members are free to borrow - which usually has the latest copies of such monthly publications as World Steam (UK), Steam Railway (UK) Rail (UK), Continental Modeller (UK) and others, along with a selection of books and older magazines as well as most local club newsletters.

 

The current CREA Committee consists of the following members:

Dylan Knott (Preservation), Mark Robinson (Chairman), Zaeemah Robinson (Treasurer - co-opted), and Peter Rogers 
 

 

E D I T O R S   "T H I N K S"

 

In steam days it used to be England, then some from Europe and few from America. With the advent of the diesel loco it was all about the US whilst, when it came to electrics, we largely reverted to England and Europe – but now the Far and Middle East have become the mainstay of locomotive supply to the African continent.

 

Locally (see below) we have a number of Japanese companies, in concert with Union Carriage, contracted to supply the new Class 19E units. Neighbouring Namibia have had the first few of their Chinese CK6 units in operation – not entirely successfully, one must say – for some time now and more of these are on order. The Congo-Ocean railway recently received a similar unit, one assumes as a trial for possible future orders.

 

Nigeria is being supplied with 10 new diesel-electrics from RITES, an Indian railway group, while China recently granted an apparently no-strings-attached (Ha!) interest-free $US2 billion loan for rail system upgrading. RITES also holds a large chunk of Tanzania’s rail system under concession, so the supply of more Indian locos seems likely. Meanwhile, 8 Spoornet Class 35 400 units have been overhauled and supplied on lease in Tanzania, being fitted with meter-gauge bogies and local style couplers and drawgear on arrival.

 

This now sees some 69 of our diesels in use outside our borders in Africa; Congo (6), DRC (14), Swaziland (6), Sudan (18), Tanzania (8) and Zimbabwe (17) are all beneficiaries of a policy that is leaving Spoornet critically short of motive power, not helped by the write-off rate of both diesel and electric units in the past few years, as a visit to Bloemfontein, Koedoespoort and other loco works will attest.

 

Despite this shortage, the call by one or two steam enthusiasts to stop the disposal of TFHP steam locos “so that they can be returned to mainline service” is not really practical. The support infrastructure has all but completely vanished, the skills to re-build and operate steam likewise and one is looking at machines that are, at best 50 years old and more. Should the oil price get to the over $100 a barrel mark there will probably be some serious looking at alternatives and steam haulage would be one of these, but as new-build and to much up-dated design criteria, not a resurrection of 50 year old examples of 100 year old technology, alas.

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 

Bad news of the month has come in the shape of yet another round of the Port Shepstone / ACR saga, which has seen the Banana Express again stop running. That some powerful business people are trying very hard to get their grubby hands on parts of the rail reserve so that they can add this land to the housing “development” that they are busy with either side of the track is extremely concerning. That the local council seem to be unable or unwilling to go through with the process of taking the line over from Spoornet even more so.

 

The level of interest shown when the council called for proposals for the line was huge, in context, but since then it has just been words, words, words……. True, technically PCNGR were operating the Banana without some of the required permits and permissions, however they were de facto providing a level of asset protection to Spoornet as well as providing a number of, now lost, jobs to local people.

 

The second piece of bad news was the quite sudden closing of the section of the old Natal Mainline used by Umgeni Steam railway for their regular runs. Spoornet “pulled” their last freight working on the line and promptly declared it unsafe for USR. The problem here is with a need for some quite extensive re-sleepering, work on which has been put in hand with USR being assisted by a PCNGR gang.

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 

A gentle reminder to members who have not yet paid for the 2006/7-year – Madame Treasure® is getting that “its-time-to trim-the-mailing-list” look in her eye. You have been warned!!

MAR

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 Two antennas meet on a roof, fall in love and get married. The ceremony wasn't much, but the reception was excellent. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                     L E T T E R S   T O   T H E   E D I T O R  /  R E P O R T S   F R O M   M E M B E R S
 

Richard Niven writes regarding 25NC 3488 (see previous newsletter);

 

Hi Mark
How’s life going? It’s been years since we last spoke; think I was still working in Kimberley then. Just a few words on 3488. The reason I wanted 3488 back to Scotland is because it was myself and John Gilberthorpe and Geoff Hall who saved her in the beginning. If we never saved her then she would now be nothing more than another rusty hulk in Kimberley scrap today. She cost us an arm and a leg at the time to buy. We lent her to Sandstone so they could run her on the main line but all she has done for the last 7 years is sit on a plinth at Ficksburg and gather dust. Now if that’s all she is going to do. Don't you think she would be better off in a large rail museum viewed by about 1000 people p/day and totally preserved in supershine condition? At the moment she sees about 20 people a year and I am sure a lot of them are thieves. I would love to see her running again but right next door to her are two running 15Fs also and a few others why are they not out running if that’s the case? Also 3488 has still not been bought by Sandstone.

 

Hopefully we can meet up again one day when I am out in SA and talk about trains again.
Cheers for now, Richard
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 

Dylan Knott writes on non-railway preservation;

 

Hi all,

Took a trip to the Maritime Museum at the V&A Waterfront today.


The museum is situated in half of the Red Shed opposite the dry-dock. The museum souvenir shop is now closed, but comes as no surprise. There are a few excellent ship models of the Union Castle vessels and others. A couple of models of the old Table Bay harbour and one of Hout Bay are quite good. Artifacts are very scarce although the following were evident: Binnacle and telegraph from the SAS Gamtoos, Depth charge launcher, Hotchkiss 6-pounder gun, ships propeller & shaft, small submarine model, decompression chamber, ex-Gansbaai fishing vessel, lifeboat, old whaler  (rowing version), rowing boat and a few harpoons.

 

The museum does not live up to expectations and a lot more could be done. SAS Somerset, once the museum's flagship, has been laid up for more than a year. Apparently, it requires repairs before it can be opened to the public. Staff on hand reckoned that they did not see it opening anytime soon. Rust streaks are evident all over the place. So sad that the sole surviving WW2 era vessel has been left to rot. Moored in the middle of the yacht marina is the steam pilot vessel Alwyn Vintcent. She had an auxiliary diesel engine fitted a few years ago, but it wasn't successful and the ship has been laid up since. She has been in the same spot for quite a while and is really looking quite derelict. Again no one knows what the future holds for the vessel. I feel something should be done before it’s too late.


We all know the sad fate that the old Shackleton met and it would be tragic if the AV met the same one. MV Madiba, former Ton-class minesweeper SAS Pretoria, has been renamed Golden Firefly and is available for charters. In very good condition. There are no railway tracks leading into the V&A Waterfront anymore, which is sad as a station here could have been very useful.

 

Cheers, Dylan

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Patient;  "Doc, I just can't stop singing 'The Green, Green Grass of Home'". Doctor; "That sounds like Tom Jones Syndrome". Patient; "Is it common?" Doc; "It's Not Unusual". 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

S P O O R N E T / M E T R O   S N I P P E T S

 

In September 2005 Union Carriage Works (UCW), in partnership with Mitsui African Rail Solutions (MARS), Alstom, Siemens and Bombardier quoted for new diesel and electric units for Spoornet, along with further quotes for the up grading of some of the older units now in service.

 

After the usual protracted contractual negotiations, an agreement for the supply of a new class of Bo-Bo dual voltage (3Kv dc / 25Kv ac) units was signed on 13 February 2006 which sees UCW, MARS and Toshiba contracted for the design, build and commissioning of 110 of the new Class 19E locomotives, with the prototype due to go into acceptance trails in November 2007 and delivery of the last unit targeted for March 2011. Although designed primarily for the Richards Bay “Coalex” line, these units will be able to work anywhere on the electrified parts of the SA rail network other than on the 50Kv ac “Orex” line.

 

Initial “artist impression” illustrations show a single-ended, large cabbed loco of “box” design and design criteria includes a cab that is to have air-conditioning, refrigerator, hot plate and a toilet. Over all construction will be modular and the cab, loco end walls and body sides will be bolted together, and onto the mainframes with “Huck” fasteners.

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 

In a rather surprising move, considering the already overdue handing over of Shosholoza Meyl to the Department of Transport (the Metro move was effected on 01 May, we hear), Spoornet has rescheduled and re-shuffled the operating of what everyone still refers to as the Trans Karoo. The first change is that, as of 01 May the train no longer operates north of Johannesburg and Pretoria passengers now have to find their own way to eGoli if they wish to travel by train to Cape Town

 

Next, the train will operate in quite different guises with the daily train becoming an all 3rd class all sitter whilst on 3 or 4 days of the week depending on which press release you believe (if any) there will be 2nd + Premier Class only train, with a 6-coach, 84-passenger Premier section. Similar changes are coming for the Trans Natal and Trans Oranje too, while the Diamond Express has been withdrawn permanently.
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 

In our last newsletter we reported briefly on an accident at Beaconsfield (“Even 10kph speed limits are not enough to prevent accidents”) and last week they were at it again – at exactly the same spot! Practice makes…

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

Two boll weevils grew up in Southern Carolina. One went to Hollywood and became a famous actor. The other stayed back home in the cotton fields, never amounting to much. He, of course became known as the lesser of two weevils. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

                                                                  M E D I A   M U M B L E S
 

Passengers stranded metres from station – after 1600km was a headline in the 02 April Sunday Argus. The story attached to this headline was about the previous Friday’s Trans Karoo grinding to a halt just outside Cape Town station because of “damage to overhead cables”. One might have thought that the more than three hours that the train stood might have been mitigated by the use of a diesel or two, even if it meant hauling the train off its units and then bringing it in on a different platform…….?

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 

Late April and early May have seen several mentions in the Cape Times of the changes to the Trans Karoo schedule, although the Cape Argus seems to have missed / ignored the whole thing, concentrating on lurid headlines such as Bullets and blazes in protest chaos and Petrol bombers halt trains, both referring to incidents of vandalism, apparently from the ranks of the striking security guards. (Why anyone would want any of that lot in his or her employ in that sort of position ever again is an interesting question. Ed.)  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 

The May issue of The Railway Magazine (UK) carries a short item titled A new loco for the price of a new coupling rod and is a novel suggestion from the North British Locomotive Preservation Group that the cost of buying one of the TFHP steam locos currently being offered for disposal is no more than the cost of a new coupling rod – at UK prices. Their contention is that it would be easier and cheaper to build new frames and re-gauge a 15F, 19D or 25NC than to build a new standard gauge loco from scratch. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 

Two Zimbabwe reports from Chas Rickwood;

From the Chronicle, Bulawayo. 21.2.06

"NRZ has unearthed a massive ticket scam involving more than 200 workers who include senior managers, Chronicle learned yesterday...the workers allegedly used privileged tickets on behalf of Zambians, in the process prejudicing the parastatal of billions of dollars. The fraud cases are being heard at the Bulawayo Area HQ at the main station...they said workers from all departments were caught napping when the parastatal instituted investigations and it was discovered that they were making a killing by working in cahoots with the Zambians, who use the Bulawayo - Vic Falls train to transport goods to the neighbouring country. An NRZ employee using the PTO pays a quarter of the total amount for the goods whose weight should not exceed 350kgs. The parastatal charges $ 136 000 per kg...for example if a Zambian was supposed to pay $ 40 million, an NRZ worker will pay only $ 10 million and then pocket the money. So the workers were benefiting while the company was losing.
The company started investigating workers in lower grades but the net was closing in on senior managers last week, the parastatal's general Manager, Retired Air Commodore Mike Karakadzai, warned that thieving workers would be fired, His comments came after the parastatal had dismissed 20 workers for various cases of theft. The clean-up at NRZ is part of its turnaround strategy."

 

And from "The Standard" (Zimbabwe) 26.2.06

" Negotiations between NRZ and China for the supply of locomotives have ended in a stalemate because the Zimbabwe Govt has failed to raise the required deposit in local currency. The development has left officials at the parastatal panic stricken and were last week reportedly begging the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe for the money to install signals on the deadly Vic Falls to Bulawayo railway line and to purchase the locomotives. The Memo of Understanding signed by the two parties last July made a provision that Zim would have to raise a deposit but sources said last week the Chinese were riled when their counterparts only raised $5 billion....China said it was not enough....The Govt still wants to pursue the deal but they might be overtaken by events. Our mechanical guys are sceptical about using equipment from China. All along we have been buying equipment from General Motors from the United Kingdom and their locos are made to suit the local conditions but what the Chinese have has to be adapted to suit the climate. The thing is NRZ cannot contest because the deal is being pushed by Govt.. the source said. He said the NRZ was trying to convince the monetary authorities to advance a loan to the railway company to enable it to finance its turnaround strategy as well. However the railway company faces a hurdle because the RBZ had announced that it had shut the door to parastatals at the recent monetary policy describing them as a "drag" to the central bank's efforts to turnaround the economy....."

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

Two vultures board an aeroplane, each carrying two dead raccoons. The stewardess stops them and says “Sorry, gentlemen, but only one carrion allowed per passenger”. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

                                                                B I T S   A N D   P I E C E S

 

CW RAILWAY SOCIETY / CW RAILWAY MUSEUM TRUST / CAPE WESTERN VINTAGE RAILWAY;
CWVR have recently run two successful diesel-hauled day trips, to Botrivier on 25 March and a 550-pax sell-out to the Riebeek Wes Olive Festival on 06 May, adding valuable funds to their preservation efforts. Their next trip is to Matjiesfontein on 24 June.

 

The group’s Class 24 has recently undergone some fairly major work at Spier Vintage Train in the shape of the replacement of nearly 30 boiler tubes and the loco is back in use again.

 

HERITAGE RAILWAY ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA :
The association held a Special General Meeting, kindly hosted by Rovos Rail at their fantastic base at Capital Park recently. The meeting, an AGM in all but name elected a new Board of Directors and accepted a number of new members into the fold. The new BoD consists of ;

Marc Bouchier (USR), Bruce Brinkman (BNM([Vice Chairman], Christo Geeringh (Reefsteamers), Chris Janisch (FotR), Nick Johnson (Bloem Steam Museum)[Secretary], Wolf Mensing (Rovos Rail), Brian Murison (TFHP), Geoff Pethick (Independent)[representative to the RSR]), Ian Pretorius (SVT), Dave Richardson (Independent), Mark Robinson (CREA)[Chairman] and Dudley Smith (Ingwe Municipality).

 

The other members are;

Bryan Brinkman (RSSA), John Carter (HVR), Dylan Knott (SAR&HC), Peter Odell (Steamnet20000), Julian Pereira (PCNGR), Malcolm Ridgard (CWVR), Sean Stanton (NRM), Phil Steel (VFSTC) and Ed van den Heever (Independent).

 

NORTHWEST TRANSPORT MUSEUM: (Daan van Rensburg)

A new kid on the block, this Klerksdorp-based initiative already has on their extensive site an ex-Vaal Reefs North British Standard 4-8-2T and a much rarer ex-PPC 0-8-0T “Nigerian”, both of which had spent the last few years plinthed at their respective former operational homes.

 

OOSTERLIJN STEAM COMPANY:

The local Chamber of Commerce, well aware of the tourism potential locked-up in OSC, is making sterling efforts to get this operation back on its feet under new management and re-financed. Spoornet Steam Curator Mike du Plooy has given the Chamber a talk on what they need to do to see a return to regular and sustainable workings.

 

PATON COUNTRY NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY:

PCNGR continues to operate their own, Ixopo-based narrow gauge railway but have recently been served notice to cease operating the Port Shepstone – Izotsha Banana Express. These busy guys also act as the operator of the 3’6” Ingwe Municipality owned Eshayamoya Express trains.

 

Even before closure the Banana was in a spot of bother on 11 March;

“NGG 16 no 151 ploughed into a half meter sand wall covering the tracks on the Banana Express at about 10 20 on Saturday morning following a freak storm at Port Shepstone. Fortunately the locomotive was travelling slowly at the time and ended up not quite on its side with the one row of wheels still touching mother earth. No one was injured in the incident. The locomotive was the only vehicle that came off the tracks when it tried to plough through the sand bank. There is very little damage to the loco and it will be in service again by this Thursday.” (report from Julian Perriera)

 

REEFSTEAMERS :
Reefsteamers can claim to have the first passed-out lady fireman in the country. Darlene Reimers was born at Muldersdrift and matriculated at the George Hoffmeyer Hoërskool in Standerton.  She started her career with SAPS in 1984 and is currently working at SAPS Head Office in Pretoria - Administration. She is married to Flip Reimers who is currently a driver at Reefsteamers and has two children, a boy and a girl.
 

She says; "My love for steam started in 1997 when my husband started getting involved with model steam trains at Fonteinedal in Pretoria.  I assisted him and it was my responsibility to keep the train clean as the saying goes:  'n skoon trein is 'n drywer se trots.  We then became club members of a steam club in Pretoria and the more I saw these big steam trains, the more I started to love them and it was a dream of becoming part of the personnel on the footplate.  I've spend hours with my husbands help to learn the functions of a loco, and it was never a problem for me to get on top of the coal wagon and help to fill the tender with coal.  Cleaning the brass pipes was never a question, it all just became part of my life.  Flip and I became members of Reefsteamers in 2005 and in October our newly elected chairman approached me about becoming a fireman after her visit to the UK.  I immediately enrolled as a trainee fireman with the help of Reefsteamers. I started my practical in November, wrote my exams in March and I will do my final practical on the 29th April during the trip to Bethal.  This is a dream come true as I will always love and have a passion for steam".

 

We congratulate Darlene and Reefsteamers – could this lead to our first SA lady steam driver in future?
 

ROVOS RAIL :
Rovos Rail are to provide a train for a Railway Touring Company (RTC) tour of South Africa in June. The run is going to be something like;

13-14.06.2006 13-14.06.2006       Pretoria to Bloemfontein via Kimberley (Class 25NC)

15-16.06.2006 15-16.06.2006       Bloemfontein to Bethlehem via an overnight stop at Ficksburg (Class 25NC) and an afternoon and morning at Sandstone Estates (ng steam)

17-18.06.2006 17-18.06.2006       Bethlehem – Pietermaritzburg – Springs (Electrics)

19-20.06.2006 19-20.06.2006 Springs – Machadodorp (Class GMA)

20-22.06.2006 20-22.06.2006       Machadodorp – Nelspruit – Hoedspruit (Electric / diesel) 

22-24.06.2006 22-24.06.2006       Hoedspruit – Tzaneen – Polokwane – Pretoria (Class GMA)

Being an RTC tour lots of non-railway, off-train drives and visits are included in the schedule.

 

SANDSTONE STEAM RAILROAD COMPANY LTD:
Sandstone News April 2006.

April was the busiest period that the Sandstone Heritage Trust has ever seen with over three weeks of intensive activity that encompassed narrow gauge steam, cape gauge steam, vintage agricultural and transport equipment, historic military equipment, vintage aircraft and a new world record for the narrow gauge. All these events emphasised Sandstone’s position as probably the foremost preservation destination in the world.

 

Under African Skies & The 2006 Cosmos Festival

Following on from the outstanding success of the 2005 Cosmos Festival, a bigger and better event was planned for this year. Drawing on experience from the 2003 Heritage Fair it was decided to include more attractions to enhance the experience of the beauty of the Cosmos and the narrow gauge railway. Before this got underway, though, an event unique in the preservation world was staged, “Under African Skies”, a hands-on experience for visitors that encompassed all of Sandstone’s preservation activities.

 

Following on from discussions with some overseas visitors on the Avontuur Adventurer and further discussion in the UK, an event was born that enabled visitors to experience at first hand in a semi-working environment any of the working items that they wished. Although there was a provisional programme to regulate the event, guests were very much free to pick and chose what they wanted to do on any particular day. While it was particularly rail related, as most of the visitors were rail enthusiasts, guests were able to drive, under Sandstone supervision, bulldozers, steam locomotives, tractors, military vehicles, a vintage bus, traction engines, steam rollers, a veteran fire engine and much more. Holes were dug, fields ploughed, trains were run, passengers were carried and fires put out.

 

With almost incessant rain since January, the Sandstone Estates farm was a sea of green punctuated by the burgundy and white of the Cosmos flowers. The rain abated some two days before the guests arrived and clear blue South African skies graced the event. From a railway perspective, all of the working Sandstone narrow gauge steam fleet (11 in total) was in steam at one time or another allowing visitors to enjoy a variety of engines on the spectacular system. At one time 9 locos were operating! Guests had to prepare their engine themselves and were provided with a suitable load for the experience. Each train was controlled by radio orders from Hoekfontein station. The climb up Pandora Bank and also to Vailima Halt had been heavily reworked prior to the event to decrease the fierce gradients and proved a most successful investment. Two groups came from the UK, one from the Welsh Highland Railway (with whom Sandstone has a twinning arrangement) led by David Kent and another from the Hunslet Steam Company and the Statfold Barn Railway led by Graham Lee. Other visitors were from Germany, Switzerland and South Africa. Not all the guests were in “hands on” mode. Some preferring to spend their time photographing or just chilling and enjoying the events around them.

 

Many of Sandstone’s friends attended to assist with the event including Shaun and Pat Ackerman, Phillip Maurer, Charles and Frank Viljoen, Charles Terry, Johan van der Hoeven, Jan Fouche and some special old time guests in Jannie Du Toit and Sarel Viljoen. The Welsh Highland Group were particularly interested in the NG15 no: 17, as they are about to restore a similar locomotive in the UK. To gain operational experience was a great help to them. Operating coal fired locos was a newish experience though, as the NGG16 Garratts they run are oil fired. This caused much amusement when black smoke was needed for photography as this is totally taboo in Wales! Photographers, in fact, had a special time as many of the preserved vehicles were used to “accessorise” the rail photographs making for that unique Sandstone touch. Sandstone’s two smallest locos, “Little Bess” and “Decauville” made history during the two weeks when both were successful in running around the entire system including the fearsome climb up to Vailima Halt.

 

Guests were accommodated in a special tented area with full catering available or in local hotels and B&B’s and all-in-all Under African Skies was a tremendous success.

 

Cosmos Festival

Under African Skies ended one day before the Cosmos Festival to enable the Sandstone team to draw a breath although a number of Press were hosted on that day as well. To cap the previous two weeks proceedings a world record attempt for the longest steam hauled 2 ft narrow gauge train was run (see story below).

 

The Cosmos Festival staged on April 8th & 9th attracted a large number of visitors from as far afield as Durban, Johannesburg and Cape Town and many of the international visitors from Under African Skies stayed on. An intensive train service was run using NGG16’s, 113 & 153, the Lawley, the Fowler, “Sandy” and the O&K. At one time all of the trains were being operated by Welsh Highland crews! In addition to the passenger trains, a special military train had been configured featuring specially camouflaged wagons and loaded with military vehicles and weapons. This made a number of demonstration runs during the weekend.

 

Sunday morning, at dawn, saw the traditional photography special hauled by NGG16 no: 113. Although there was a good turnout, partly cloudy weather played havoc with the proceedings at times. Nevertheless good shots were taken at Hoekfontein, Grootdraai, Mooihoek and Pandora. Although the 2ft narrow gauge railway tends to dominate proceedings, the 2006 Cosmos Festival also featured some spectacular aircraft and a display by the SA School of Armour Museum. They even brought a prototype tank, which provided a great spectacle with its speed and maneuverability, notwithstanding the unbelievable volume of noise it produced! The tank even featured in the photographic special on Sunday morning. Visitors could also take conducted tours around the farm and the Sandstone collection. With plenty of food and drink and much to ride, touch and feel, the 2006 Cosmos Festival was a great success and enjoyed by all who attended.

 

Breaking Records

Way back in 1991, the Alfred County Railway ran a train of 3 locomotives and 34 wagons from Harding. Three further wagons were added at Paddock giving a total of 37. NGG16 no: 139 and NGG16A’s 141 & 155 were the motive power to a train estimated at 820 tons loaded weight. In November 2004 Spoornet ran a 200 wagon train from Chelsea to Van Staden’s using six Class 91 diesels, which was certainly a world record. To coincide with the Under African Skies event, Sandstone put together an attempt on the longest steam hauled 2ft narrow gauge train. With three locomotives and 48 wagons and an estimated load of 475 tons this was certainly another one for the record books. Although lighter than the ACR train it comprised nine more wagons. With the restrictions of the Grootdraai balloon at just under 550 meters in length it was touch and go if the train would actually fit there without meeting itself back at the junction!

 

48 wagons were assembled including the fully loaded military train, passenger coaches, two guard’s vans and an assortment of narrow gauge wagon types to be hauled from Hoekfontein to Grootdraai and back by three locomotives split into the train. The lead locomotive was NGG16 no: 113 crewed by Phillip Maurer and Pat Ackerman, split into the train was NGG13 no: 49 crewed by Welsh Highland guests, John Bunch and Andy Shaw and bringing up the rear was NG15 no: 17 crewed by Gert Jubileus and Derek van Zyl.

 

The consist comprised the following: NG-B 19, NG-DZ 5, NG-Y 2, NG-O 4, NG-G 3, NG-Q 1, NG V-15 1, NG V-16 3, NG L-4 1, NG S-10 1, Converted passenger ex G 1, Converted passenger ex V-15 1,Converted passenger ex B 1, Converted passenger ex DZ 1, converted ex B S2 flats 4. This gave a total length of just over 433 meters over the couplers including the locomotives. The only major concerns were over braking abilities but this was resolved after some discussions with Train Dynamics at Spoornet. At 10h00 on Friday the 7th of April, the train was assembled and made its way through to Grootdraai where the complete train virtually filled the balloon with the lead loco just clear of the points and the rear loco the same. After a slow but safe journey around the balloon the train made its way back to Hoekfontein where it passed through the station, seemingly never ending! The record was ours and will be submitted to Guinness for ratification. Sandstone’s thanks go to Shaun Ackerman, Phillip Maurer and Gert Jubileus without whose dedication and determination to succeed, the 48-wagon train would not have run.

 

David Shepherd reunited with his South African 15F locomotive.

On the 27th April Sandstone hosted a living legend, world famous wildlife artist and rail enthusiast, David Shepherd, as he travelled between Ficksburg and Kommandonek (part of the famous Bloemfontein to Bethlehem line) behind his 15F steam locomotive number 3052. Lukas Nel and the Sandstone railway workshop team specially recommissioned the locomotive, which is in the custody of the Sandstone Heritage Trust, for this event after it had been out of service for some 2 years. To add to his delight, David was granted special permission by Spoornet to travel on the footplate of 3052.

 

3052 was steamed on the 26th and David had an emotional twilight reunion with the locomotive presented to him by Spoornet in 1991 in exchange for a specially commissioned painting of it. After some quiet time on the footplate, in the evening, David expressed his strong attachment to the loco, which is named “Avril” after his wife. The locomotive has been in the custody of Sandstone since February 2004 but David last travelled behind her on a fleeting visit to South Africa in 2002 when Sandstone arranged for her to be returned to service at Umgeni Steam Railway for a run from Masons Mill to Cato Ridge and return. 3052 was built by North British in 1946. The spectacle of this massive loco on 3’6” gauge prompted David to remark that it made his British 9F 2-10-0, 92203, “Black Prince”, look small in comparison!

 

Three trips were made in glorious weather during the day over the scenic 13-kilometre route. Although the vegetation was quite high a number of enthusiasts made the trip and grabbed some excellent photographs on a line that rarely sees steam these days. As Sandstone does not have an access agreement with Spoornet, Friends of the Rail from Pretoria operated the train with Cliff Petzer driving and Mike Haslam and John Ashworth sharing the firing. John Dadford looked after the technical side during the trips and Kobus Steyn acted as safety officer. Our thanks also go to Piet Terblanche from Spoornet in Bethlehem who acted as pilot and Mike Du Plooy, Spoornet steam curator, for facilitating the running of 3052.

 

After the excitement of the day David was treated to a special sunset run on the Sandstone narrow gauge behind Sandstone’s 1895 built, ex-Beira Railway Lawley 4-4-0, BR7.  3052 performed faultlessly and it is hoped that David will be able to enjoy his locomotive again on a future trip to South Africa.

 

Bloemfontein Workshops

Work continues on the ex Sena Peckett and Feldbahn. Both locos are expected to be finished before the end of 2006 if various missing fittings can be sourced. Recently the Feldbahn was run on the short test track powered by compressed air to test various motion components. The NG4 continues to make progress and it is expected that the next project will be the 1936 Cockerill built NGG16 no: 88, purchased from a private owner at Port Shepstone some years ago. This fourth addition to the Garratt fleet will mean Sandstone has locomotives from four different builders, NGG13 no: 49 being from Hanomag, NGG16 no: 113 from Beyer Peacock and no: 153 from Hunslet Taylor.

 

Winter Steam 29 & 30 July 2006

This event has been cancelled. Sandstone Estates is currently initiating a programme of organic farming in large areas of the farm. This requires official certification for the methods and ultimately the crops themselves. For security reasons and to protect these areas from contamination, which could be disastrous to the programme, it is not possible for groups of visitors to be accommodated for farm tours or events for some time to come. This has led to the cancellation of this event.

 

STEAM LOCOMOTIVE SAFARI TOURS (David C Rodgers) :

With a number of hiccups – the Banana Express cessation being one – overcome, the tour is on and with no less than 75 passengers expected to participate in the main, 15-day tour. More than half this number are also booked for the Garden Route extension, which adds another 4 days to the trip.

 

STEAM WHISTLE STOP : (Joe or Louise at 044 3431052)

Rob and Janette Tibbits report that the pies at Sedgefield are as good as ever – don’t forget if you are riding or chasing on the line.

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

Then there was the guy who sent ten different puns to friends, hoping that at least one of them would make them laugh. Unfortunately, no pun in ten did. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

C R E A   C R U M B S

 

Greetings for recent or up-coming birthdays go to CREA members, friends and associates Pat Worman, Jonathan Duvel, William Smith, John Heath, Ken Campbell, Ken Wheeler, Harvey Metcalf, Derek Phillips, and Barry Cullen

 

We extend our sympathies to UK member and Welshpool stalwart Simon Bowden on the recent loss of his mother.

 

We are also sad to announce the passing of David Weitsz, formerly of Spoornet, in late March. Your Ed. first met David when he was the SATS representative involved in the negotiations and lease-signing that saw the Cape Western Railway Preservation Trust start operating their ESKOM permanent-loan AB 0-4-0ST “Salt River” over the Paarden Eiland service line system in 1988. Later David moved out of Spoornet and into property development in and around Cape Town.

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

                                                                                                                    
B O O K S,   V I D E O S,   R E C O R D I N G S   &   T H E   I N T E R N E T

 

CENTURY OF THE CULLINAN LINE by Lt Col (retd) J E Samuels; 48 pages A5 format glossy, b & w photographs, map, soft cover 135798642. Published by The Friends of the Rail Association, Pretoria. P O Box 146, Irene 0062, S. Africa or e-mail sales@friendsoftherail.co.za Cost R55 including postage within South Africa.

  

There can't be many a South African steam enthusiast who hasn't at some stage either ridden steam or chased it along the Rayton-Cullinan branch line. This branch line was a hundred years old in late 2005. Having been born into a railway family, but followed a military career himself, it is not surprising then that the author, Eric Samuels, should have an interest in railway-oriented military history. The Cullinan branch is full of such history during the period of World War Two. It is interesting to read what an important railway line it was to become considering that back at the turn of the century the CSAR, Central South African Railways, was not interested in Premier Mining Company's request for a railway link with the main Delagoa Bay rail route. Premier Mine had put itself on the world map with the discovery of the largest flawless diamond ever found.

 

With the CSAR's disinterest, the mine's board set about starting up a railway facility from 1904. At the time, mining equipment and other related material were being offloaded at Van der Merwe rail siding and moved by ox-wagon over an eleven-kilometer distance to the mining site.

 

Eric Samuel's document is split into four main time frames - 1904-1910; 1910-1939; 1939-1946; and 1946 to the present. The latter time block is then broken down into further sub-periods. >From being a general traffic railway initially, the onset of World War 2, and particularly Italy's entry into the war on Germany's side, changed the whole focus and importance of this short branch line. The Italian colonies on the East African seaboard placed British Kenya in a vulnerable situation. One of South Africa's promises as an ally to Great Britain was to help defend Kenya. Zonderwater and Kafferskraal became major military installations. The Military Movement Control Centre (MMCC) was set up here with the execution of all troop and equipment movements from any point in South Africa to any destination by rail from Zonderwater and nearby stations or junctions. The MMCC's jurisdiction included the Rhodesia Railways and its influence touched Broken Hill (now Kabwe, in Zambia) over 2 000 rail kilometers away! From Broken Hill, it was roads to Nairobi. The successful relocation of military vehicles and hardware as well as troops to Eastern Africa earned the Zonderwater complex the title of the "Arsenal of Africa". I think it is generally well known that Zonderwater also became a POW camp for captured Italian military personnel who were shipped in by train.

 

The author also looks at the motive power, rolling stock and variable track routes over time. For example, the branch line out of Rayton once became a major balloon, opposed to a terminus, which is well illustrated on the map within the booklet. That balloon has long gone. Samuels relays how troops were crammed into rolling stock to try to keep the train lengths to a reasonable size for the motive power involved. The steam motive power along the Cullinan branch has been anything from the NZASM 46-tonner B Class in the early 1900s to 25NC and GMAM Class representatives in the past twenty odd years. Today, one sees Class 19, 24 or 15F on public day-trips. Eric Samuels devotes a short paragraph to one particular locomotive class that endeared itself to the military - SAR's unique 21 Class 2-10-4 No. 2551. Fellow historian, Les Pivnic, endorses the fact that No. 2551 "enjoyed the honour of being the official mascot" of the Pretoria Regiment (Princess Alice's Own). How did this honour come to be bestowed on a locomotive? Due to the very heavy trains carrying prisoners-of-war, this loco with its superior tractive effort over the 15Fs was the usual motive power to work such trains.

 

Samuels looks at the timetable that developed post-War for operations over the period of any week on the branch line. Our own colourful footplate personality, Nathan Berelowitz, was a rookie fireman on Cullinan workings over twenty years back. Today, the branch line sees regular steam action with local railway heritage organisations operating day-tripper outings to the famous, history-rich town of Cullinan.

 

This booklet is certainly a worthy addition to one's railway history shelves with both its written and pictorial content and is a recommended purchase at just over R50 including the local postage!

 J M Batwell
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

Two hydrogen atoms walk into a bar. One says, "I've lost my electron." The other says, "Are you sure?" The first replies, "Oh, yes, I'm positive..." 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

EVENTS CALENDAR

	12-13.05.2006
	Steam Specials

   TFHP
	S
	Series of special workings on the Knysna branch with Classes7, 19B, 24 etc.

	
	
	
	

	13.05.2006
	Steam to Magaliesburg

   RS
	S
	Day trip from Germiston to Magaliesburg.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	14.05.2006
	Steam to Marula

   FotR
	S
	Day outing from Pretoria to Marula, some 7kms north of Bela Bela (Warmbaths)

	 
	 
	 
	 

	21.05 – 

  03.06.2006
	Drakensberg Explorer II

  SLST
	S
	2006 15-day Steam Locomotive Safari Tours (David Rodgers) event with RS, USR, EE and PCNGR participation

	 
	 
	 
	 

	27.05.2006
	Steam to Bela Bela

   FotR
	S
	Day outing from Pretoria to Bela Bela (Warmbaths)

	 
	 
	 
	 

	03-08.06.2006
	Drakensberg Explorer II (Ext)

  SLST
	S
	5-day extension to the above tour on the Garden Route

	 
	 
	 
	 

	03.06.2006
	Sunset 

  SVT
	S
	Regular  monthly run.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	12-26.06.2006
	Steam Safari

  RTC / RVR
	S
	14-day tour with Rovos Rail set with some sections steam hauled by the RVR fleet. (see above).

	 
	 
	 
	 

	13.06.2006
	CREA MEETING
	-
	23 HARMAN ROAD, CLAREMONT (Harvey & Di Metcalf)

from 19h30. Members and their guests welcome.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	24.06.2006
	Matjiesfontein Day Trip

   CWVT
	 
	Bring-and-braai day trip to Matjiesfontein.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	26-30.06.2006
	Africa Rail Congress & Expo

 
	-
	Annual conference held at Gallagher Estate, Midrand

	 
	 
	 
	 

	11.07.2006
	CREA MEETING
	-
	23 HARMAN ROAD, CLAREMONT (Harvey & Di Metcalf)

from 19h30. Members and their guests welcome.


 

*******************

 

	Mon‑Sat
	“Outeniqua Choo-Tjoe”

 TFHP
	Steam /

diesel
	2/3 trains daily Monday-Saturday in season on George – Knysna branch, 3 times weekly out of season.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	1st Sun monthly
	Open Day

 SANRASM
	-
	First Sunday of the month at the REGM site

	 
	 
	 
	 

	First & last Sun monthly
	"1 000 Hills Choo Choo"

 USR
	Steam

 
	Twice-monthly runs from Kloof (08h45 and 12h30) to Inchanga

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Last Sunday 

bi-monthly
	"1 000 Hills Choo Choo"

 USR
	Steam

 
	Bi-monthly runs from Pietermaritzburg (11h00) to Inchanga

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Various
	“Apple Express”

  PEAE
	Steam or diesel
	Dates published for 2006;

Feb         24

Mar         04 / 25

Apr          01 / 15 / 29


 

*******************

 

	ATS
	African Train Safaris
	 
	RTC
	Railway Touring Co. 

	BSM
	Bloemfontein Steam Museum
	 
	RS
	Reefsteamers

	BTS
	Bushveld Train Safaris 
	 
	RVR
	Rovos Rail

	CREA
	Cape Railway Enthusiasts Association
	 
	SANRASM
	SA National Railway And Steam Museum

	CWVR
	Cape Western Vintage Railway
	 
	SHT
	Sandstone Heritage Trust

	EE
	Eshayamoya Express / Ingwe Municipality
	 
	SLST
	Steam Loco Safari Tours 

	FotR
	Friends of the Rail
	 
	SVT
	Spier Vintage Train

	HVR
	Helderberg Vintage Railway 
	 
	S2000
	Steamnet 2000 

	OSC
	Oosterlijn Steam Company
	 
	TFHP
	Transnet Foundation Heritage Preservation

	PEAE
	Port Elizabeth Apple Express
	 
	USR
	Umgeni Steam Railway


 

*******************

 

	CPT
	Cape Town
	 
	PLZ
	Port Elizabeth

	DAA
	De Aar
	 
	PTA
	Pretoria

	DBN
	Durban
	 
	SLP
	Sir Lowry's Pass

	DJT
	Dal Josafat
	 
	WOR
	Worcester

	JHB
	Johannesburg
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	V. diesel
	TFHP Class 31 or 32 units
	 
	V. electric                
	TFHP green Class 3E, 4E , 5E or 5E.1 units


 

*******************
Please note that some of the trains listed above are “Contract Trains” from which the general public is excluded and are only included for members’ interest.

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

VISIT TO THE TRANSWERK WORK SHOPS IN SALT RIVER.

Eddie van der Wielen

 

Mavis Ridgard organised this visit for the members of CWRS – with some CREA members invited to join in – on Wednesday 15 February. Eight interested persons met outside the former CME offices in Voortrekker Road at 10h00. These workshops are called Transwerk falling under the Transnet umbrella. We then reported to our contact person, Christo who lead us to the first shop – the former Shop 1 – steam fitters/boiler makers. Here we are introduced to the workshop foreman who is our guide. This shop is where bogies from 6E's and suburban motor coaches as well as diesel locos are reconditioned.  The bogies are stripped of their wheels, axle boxes, motors and brake components and dipped in an acid bath for up to 12hours.   All parts subjected to wear are inspected and replaced if necessary. The foreman mentions that all the bogies are given a thorough makeover and brought back to standard specifications like new. They even paint a die on stressed parts to determine if there are hairline cracks. The motors and wheels are sent to two other shops, which we also visited.

 

Electric Motors: 

These are sent to Shop 2 (ex machine shop) were the armature is removed from the casing for testing. Field coils are also tested. As with Shop 1, all parts are checked thoroughly to avoid any comebacks. All parts from the same motor are labeled and kept together and will be assembled to the motor they came from.  Showing us how a motor is reconditioned from start to finish was most interesting. Most of the work is done by hand - new windings and hundreds of small copper plates hammered in place - all labour intensive but what was fascinating is that this section of the work is done by women. The windings and other parts are not made up at the workshop but are supplied by an outside company. The commutator is machined and all the grooves are cleaned out by a hand-held tool - again, labour intensive. At various stages of the overhaul, electrical tests are carried out to ensure all is done correctly. New bearings are fitted although the old ones are still OK. The armature is balanced and finally the assembled motor is tested under a load where 900amps are used.  Each motor takes up to 50hrs work for a heavy overhaul costing R250 000! Before we started the tour of this Shop, our guide showed us a huge hammer built in Glasgow in 1907 operated by water. It was converted to compressed air use some 30yrs ago and is still operational today! A R2 coin was placed on the block and the hammer brought down with a bang. The coin is now the size of a R5 coin.

 

Wheels and axles: 

Wheels from the above-mentioned locos and from the huge wheels from the 9E's (Sishen line) as well as goods wagons are reconditioned. What was interesting to note that the profile machined on the wheel 'tyre' is not the same on all wheels. This is determined by class of loco/coach/wagon. The speed at which the vehicle is designed to run is also a factor. Profiles between each wheel on the same axle must not differ by more than .5mm, so one can understand the skill needed. Most if not all the lathes are computer controlled. Wheels come in with lose 'tyres' which are easily detected by striking the wheel with a hammer and hearing the pitch of the sound. Many of us have experienced arriving at a mainline station at snail pace and seeing the wheel-tapper striking the wheel. Should the wheel be suspect, he marks it with chalk. Tyres that are below specs are cut off with oxyacetylene and scrapped. Wheels not to specifications are built up by welding and machined to accept the tyre, which are up to 3mm less in diameter. To fit the tyre to the wheel, it is heated to 120degrees and pressed on coming up against the outer flange. It is finally secured by a steel ring (circlip) on the inner side of the tyre. Axle journals are checked and reconditioned if not within the limits.

 

As we were running out of time, the remaining Shops would be visited in the future. Nevertheless, this was a most informative and entertaining outing and thanks must go to Mavis for organising it!  Thanks also to Transwerk for allowing us to tour their operation and also for the light refreshments afterwards.

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

COSMOS WEEKEND

 

David Hicks and your Ed. made up a – very small – CREA contingent to avail ourselves of the opportunity for a visit to the Eastern Free State for some narrow gauge steam action, taking up an invitation from the Sandstone Heritage Trust.

 

Driving up to Bloemfontein on the Thursday was an unusually quiet affair; although the multiple stop-and-go roadwork hold-ups got to be something of a bore by the time we hit Bloem and the usual Robinson stopover B&B. Rail action spotted along the way was more than expected, with 2 X 14Es south-bound on a container train seen immediately north of Worcester with 2 x 6E.1’s also south-bound with a long rake of empty DZ’s rattling along near Sandhills.  Next sighting was of another pair of 6.E1’s on a long north-bound mixed freight near Prince Albert Road followed not long after by a similarly up-country bound and equally mixed goods consist behind 3 x 6E.1’s at Leeu-Gamka and some 10 kms south of Beaufort West a very late running Cape Town-bound Trans Karoo was noted.

 

After a look at the loco staging yard (20 x 6E.1’s, 1 x 7E, 4 x 14E) and a refuel at Beaufort West, it was back to the long haul up the N1, passing a single 7E on a long train of coal empties before losing the railway as the two head their separate ways after Three Sisters. With time in hand, we made the decision to have a look at the Gariep Dam, not seen by David in over 30 years. This turned out to be a good move since the dam was more than 100% full and the spillway was at full belt. A couple of photos and we were on our way back to the N1, only briefly delayed by a very pleasant bunch of police service members manning an anti-swine fever road-block near Donkerpoort. From there it was a straight run to Bloemfontein and our B& B and dinner at a rather strange Loch Lomond Waterfront, the centre 50% of which has been completely flattened to make way for the start of a complete rebuild of the quite new complex, the victim of its own success!

 

A crisp Friday morning saw us paying a quick visit to the National Woman’s Monument and Museum so that David could see the railway display of a loco, goods wagons and a reconstructed wood-and-iron blockhouse that are part of the external exhibits here. A short drive in Bloemfontein rush hour – not quite as bad as Cape Town – and we were in the loco shed area and in the ever pleasant and informative company of Lukas Nel in the Sandstone Heritage Trust area of the complex.

 

Our timing was good as Lukas and his team were in the process of getting the Feldbahn 0-6-0T turning over for the very first time in a very long time under compressed air and we were able to see this fine rebuild “live”, or at least in motion. That Lukas and team have managed to rebuild yet another wreck, in this case from a hulk with no motion and much else missing into a nearly ready to run locomotive with only his own knowledge and a set of photos of a similar engine is quite amazing.

 

Also to be seen “on-shed” were one of the surprisingly large ex.Sena Sugar Estates 2’ gauge Peckett 0-4-0STs, well on its way back to full working order and TFHP lend/ lease locos NG 4 No.16 and NG 10 No.61 also progressing slowly in the shadow of much bigger sister, 19D 2654. 

 

After a look around the TFHP stored locos (Class 15E, 23, 16E, 16DA, 15AR, 19D, 24 etc.) in part of the old loco and a quick look at some recently out-shopped repaired modern traction (Class 34, 37, 38) it was time to head east for Clocolan and then Sandstone. After a stop to book in at our very pleasant, working cherry farm B&B at Clocolan we headed on through to Sandstone, arriving just as the record train (see above) finished its run. Thereafter we spent a pleasant afternoon visiting the loco facilities and chatting to various friends, old and new and Dave Richardson introduced all the Welsh Highland Railway guys to you Ed. over lunch.

 

Saturday morning saw us rendezvous with UK friends Dick and Joan Manton – who had arrived in the country the day before – at the farm entrance so that Joan could take their car and go off horse riding while Dick was in our company for the day, the morning being spent chasing up and down photing as various consists ran behind various locos. During the morning a Bushveld Train Safaris train, behind very mucky 34 052, stopped at Vailima siding to deposit most of its passengers to join in the Cosmos fun and I took the opportunity to have a quick chat with Boon Boonzaier whilst they were there.  Then a pleasant lunch in the VIP tent and an idle couple of hours chatting to the wide variety of friends and acquaintances who were in attendance, as well as time spent with some of the many members of the team who were operating the trains, or servicing them or generally involved in keeping things running smoothly.

 

Late afternoon, with some nice low sunlight and it was time for some more photography before heading for Fouriesburg to deliver Dick back to his hotel and to join the Manton’s for an excellent dinner, only slightly delayed by the large wedding reception that was occupying most of the hotel that evening.

 

Sunday morning saw us all back at the farm early for some post dawn photing on a near perfect, albeit chilly conditions. The train, the military consist mentioned above hauled by an NGG 16 did numerous runpasts for a good crowed of enthusiasts A few of the runs were enlivened by having the incredible 1065 hp prototype tank “pacing” the train.

 

Having spend a hugely enjoyable two days in and around Sandstone, it was time to start heading for home, however this was done via an overnight in Grahamstown – and a night time visit to some of David’s old haunts from his days at the University – before heading for Cape Town, taking in a short meeting with Bruce and Bryan Brinkman in PE. Knowing the situation with roadworks on the coast road, we used the Langkloof route through to Oudtshoorn and then Route 62 to Worcester and then home although a Monday morning produced no sign of any action on the narrow gauge, nor did the afternoon provide anything on the Ashton – Worcester section.

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

VOORBAAI & GEORGE – KNYSNA – 10-14 April 2006

Rob Tibbits

 

April 10th  – Voorbaai shed;

Class 7 No.1007 having a boiler washout as part of preparations for the TFHP event in May and the SLST tour. 

Class 19D Nos. 3324, 2698, 2683 & 2749 plus oil-burners 3321, 3322 & 3334

Class 19B No. 1412

Class GMA Nos. 4122 (under cover at Hartenbos end of shed) & 4128 (outside repair shop

Class 24 No. 3635 (next to 4122), 3693 & 3632 at rear of shed building, 3606, 3689, 3683,3660, 3675 in line of dumped engines along with;

Class 15CA No. 2054 and the two ex. Zimbabwe Garratts 508 & 615 and the hulk of GMA 4072.

Class 32 No. 32047 (TFHP) the only diesel on shed and requiring repair.

 

April 10th – George – Knysna; Class 19D No. 2640 on 09h30 George – Knysna return and 2649 (ex. oil-burner) on 09h45 Knysna – George return.

 

April 11th – George shed; 2640 being prepared for 09h30 train and 3323 dead and awaiting moving to Voorbaai later in the day. Class 24 3668 in steam and shunting 3323 – this loco was due to run light-engine to Voorbaai at around 10h00 and was under test for use on special trains in May. 2649 again on the 09h45 Knysna – George return run.

 

April 12th – George – Knysna; Trains diesel-hauled with 32 029 on the 09h30 George departure and 32 042 on the 09h45 Knysna working.

 

April 13th – George – Knysna; On the previous evening the return Knysna – George waste train derailed near Km 61 at Belvedere. A wagon came off and damaged the track, as a result of which the 09h45 train from Knysna was cancelled. However 32 029 operated as 09h30 George – Sedgefield, returning as 12h00 Sedgefield – George. 

 

14th April George – Knysna; Full service resumed, with steam. 3324 09h30 George – Knysna return, 2649 09h45 Knysna – George and 2640 14h00 George – Knysna. Spoornet 35 018 was observed at Keytersnek with one DZ-like open wagon, which was being loaded with wooden sleepers from a lorry, presumably in connection with relaying at the derailment site.

 

Noted at the Outeniqua Transport Museum:

Locos at the museum now include Class GB No. 2166, GMA No. 4070, GL No.2351 (all inside the building), 19C No.2439, GF No.2401 and GEA No. 4023 outside.

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

 16 THINGS THAT TOOK ME OVER 50 YEARS TO LEARN: by Dave Barry, Nationally Syndicated Columnist 

1. Never, under any circumstances, take a sleeping pill and a laxative on the same night. 

2. If you have to identify, in one word, the reason why the human race has not achieved, and never will achieve, its full potential, that word would be "meetings." 

3. There is a very fine line between "hobby" and "mental illness." (and just how many rail fans’ wives and girlfriends would agree with that one Ed.)

4. People who want to share their religious views with you almost never want you to share yours with them. 

5. You should not confuse your career with your life. 

6. Nobody cares if you can't dance well. Just get up and dance. 

7. Never lick a steak knife. 

8. The most destructive force in the universe is gossip. 

9. You will never find anybody who can give you a clear and compelling reason why we observe daylight savings time. 
10. You should never say anything to a woman that even remotely suggests that you think she's pregnant unless you can see an actual baby emerging from her at that moment. 

11. There comes a time when you should stop expecting other people to make a big deal about your birthday. That time is age eleven. 

12. The one thing that unites all human beings, regardless of age, gender, religion, economic status or ethnic background, is that, deep down inside, we ALL know that we are above average drivers. 

13. A person, who is nice to you, but rude to a waiter, is not a nice person (This is very important. Pay attention. It never fails.) 

14. Your friends love you anyway. 

15. Never be afraid to try something new. Remember that a lone amateur built the Ark - a large group of professionals built the Titanic. 

16. Thought for the day: Men are like fine wine. They start out as grapes, and it's up to the women to stomp the hell out of them until they turn into something acceptable to have dinner with.
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